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NOTES FROM THE RECORDS of STAFFORD 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA, ORDER BOOKS 





Published Under the Auspices of the Virginians in the 
City of New York 





These notes and abstracts are from a volume of the records 
of Stafford County, Virginia, which was taken by a Federal 
soldier from Stafford Court House during the War Between 
the States, and was in the year 1903 returned by the New York 
State Library to the State of Virginia. 

The volume consists of “Orders” or Minutes of the Court 
and is in two sections, one from May 27, 1664-January 27, 
1667-8, and the other December 11, 1689-December 13, 1693, 
both in one volume. 

When Stafford County was formed in 1664 it embraced all 
the watershed of the Potomac River included in Virginia, west 
of Machodoc Creek, which is now in King George County. 
The territory thus formed into a new county included the pres- 
ent Loudoun, Fairfax, Arlington, Prince William and parts 
of Fauquier, Stafford and King George. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford May 27, 1664 
Present: Lt. Col. Robert Williams 
Capt. John Alexander Mr. Roger Perfitt 
Mr. Richard Heaberd Mr. Richard Fossaker 
Justices 
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Col. Jno. Dodman sworn sheriff in accordance with a letter 
from Mr. Secty Ludwell that it was the Governors pleasure 

Anthony Bridges sworn clerk of the County by grant from 
the Honble Secty of Va. 

John Samwaies sworn under Sheriff 

The Court Doth Order that Capt. John Alexander shall forth- 
with Presse Six men & horse & goe to the Mansattero [Nan- 
satticoe] Indians to see if he can discover which Indians they 
were that had Lately committed that Murther above at Pat- 
omick. 

Order that no will be proved or adm. be granted on the estate 
of Jacob Porter decd, unless John Whetstone principal auditor 
be called— 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford June 15, 1664 
Present, as above, & Major John Lord. 

Joseph Hayward judged to be about the age of 14 & there- 
fore exempted from the payment of levies according to act of 
Assembly. 

Thos. Speedy who had been employed on a messeuge to the 
Governor about the Indians ordered to be paid 400 Ibs Tobacco. 

Gerrard Ford fined 500 Ibs Tobacco for illegal gaming. 

Complaint to the Justices of Westmoreland (copy by Thos. 
Willford clerk of that Co) from Mr. James Clifton, that Capt. 
George Mason unlawfully detained a servant from him— 

July Composed of Wells, Richard Hope, Henry Aldy, 
Fran. Grey, John Williams, Steph. Norman, Hugh Dowding, 
Phill Carpenter— 

Adm. on estate of Jacob Porter, decd, granted to Ann Porter 
his widow 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Sept. 7, 1664 


Present, as above, except Jno Lord, absent, & Mr. Hugh 
Dowding now sworn a Justice— Wm Green & Vincent Young 
sworn churchwardens of Potomick Parrish & Thos. Griggs 
sworn constable from Col. Peter Ashton’s upwards. 
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“Whereas Francis Willford hath written out the Acts of 
Assembly with several presidents for the use of the County the 
Court Doth Order that the said Mr. Willford have out of the 
next levies for this County One Thousand and Seventy pounds 
of Tob.” 

Order’d that Mr. Roger Perfitt & Mr. Robert Fossaker take 
the estate of Robt. Moseley into their possession. 

Suit by Col. Vallentine Peyton vs Andrew Watson 

Col. Fooke acknowledged judgment to Capt. Hoskins for 
1750 Ibs Tobacco & Cask. 

Non est inventus entered in regard to Robt. Moseley. 

Difference between John Mathies & Gerrard Masters 

Suit—Daniel Hutt vs Mr. Henry Meese 

Jury composed of Capt. George Mason, Thos. Humphries, 
John Williams, Stephen Norman, Tho. Howard, Tho. Sharpe, 
Wm Rush, Christopher Lund, Thos. Griggs, John Heabeard, 
Robt. Butterfielde 

Col. Gerrard Fooke made oath that no land had been taken 
up on 31 persons transported to this Country, the Court or- 
dered certificate to be granted him for 1550 acres of land— 

Court adjourned to second Wednesday in October to be held 
at the house of Col. ffooke at Passbitansy— 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Oct. 12, 1664 


Present : 


Col. Robt. Williams Mr. Hugh Dowding 

Major George Mason Mr. Roger Perfitt 

Mr. Richard Heabeard Mr. Rich’d Fossaker 
Justices 


Thos. Humphreys & Francis Jordan Surveyors of the high- 
ways from Capt. Alexanders to Parsbytansy Creek— 

John Mathies & Michael Hill Surveyors of the highways 
from the head of Potomeck to Capt. Brents. 

John Axton & Thos. Rowland Surveyors of the highways 
from Parsbytansy to the head of Potomeck 
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As Rich’d Duke killed a horse belonging to Olive Balfe, when 
Duke’s term of service with Col. Jno. Dodman ends, he is to 
serve two years in satisfaction for the horse— 


Suit—Mr James Clifton vs Mr. Giles Brent— 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Nov. 15, 1664 
Present: Williams, Mason, Alexander, Dowding, Heabeard & 
Fossaker— 

Mr. Jno Townsend, Atty. of Mr. Brown, merchant, the 
greatest Creditor, granted Adm. on the estate of Mr. Henry 
Adams, dec’d. Major John Washington, security— 

Adm. on estate of Henry Ramsey, dec’d. granted to Edward 
Bullock 

“Whereas many sad accidents have happen’d by the Indians 
hunting in the woods by firing the same and that p’ticular p’sons 
doe harbor them—Then the Court doth Order that noe In- 
dian by any p’son whatsoever shall be suffer’d to hunt in any 
p'te of the English habitation such only excepted as by Pub- 
lique Order are allowed to find out the residue of the Mur- 
therers on the forfeiture of 500 1 Tobacco & Cask & it is fur- 
ther Ordered that the Grand Jury p’sent all such offenders to 
be p’secuted accordingly” 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Jan. 10, 1664-5 
Present: Williams, Mason, Alexander, Dowding, Rich’d Hea- 
beard, Perfitt & Fossaker, Justices— 

Ordered that Col. Dodman pay unto Mr. Richard Randolph 
430 Ib of Tobacco & Cask, as security of Thos. Dutton 


Suit by Mr. William Starke 

“Whereas John Mathies did disburse in funerall church 650 
1 Tobacco the Court doth Order that John Townsend Att. of 
Mr. William Browne forthwith Pay to the said Mathies the 
same Als Executor” 

Order that Mr. Robt. Williams Att. of Mr. Robt. Townsend 
Att. against the estate of Wm Williams pay 883 1. tobacco as 
security of James Lindsey 
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“Whereas John Madden Ali. Mather and William Rushton 
did warne their Mr. [master] Henry Meese to this Court for 
their freedome acknowledging they had noe indenture, the 
Court doth Order that the said Servants serve to the full period 
of 5 years from the first arrivall” 


Estate of John Giles dec’d. appraised 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford April 5, 1665 
Present: Williams, Mason, Alexander, Dowding, Heabeard, 
Perfitt & Fossaker Justices— 

Noncupative will of Stephen Norman proved & his estate 
ordered to be appraised 

Suit Archdale Combs vs Mr. Wm Brown 

Suit James Withers vs Mr. Wm Brown 

Ordered that Mr. James Clifton pay to the use of the poor 
for profaning the name of God 80 lbs. Tobacco on Oct. 10th 

Major Geo. Mason sworn high Sheriff & Jno Clark under 
Sheriff 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford June 6, 1665 
Present: Col. Jno. Dodman, Alexander, Dowding, 
Perfitt, Fossaker & Mr. Edward Sanders 


Justices 

Jury: 

Mr. Housing Thos. Bourne 

Robt. Butterfield Christopher Lund 

Mr. Bullock Wm. Greene 

Robt. Streete Jno. Chiles 

Jno. Williams Mr. Wells 

Mr. Howard Mr. Archdale Combs 


Order for Mrs. Frances Williams adm. on the estate of Mr. 
Robt. Williams pay Thos. Bunberry 240 lbs. Tobacco. 

Whereas it doth appear that Nicholas Burly, Churgion did 
attend Mr. Robt. Williams deceased, ordered that Mrs. Frances 
Williams pay him 800 lbs. Tobacco 
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Suit Mr. William Horton vs. Jno. Mathies, Jr. 


Whereas Mr. Robt. Williams dec’d. did owe to Capt. Sam- 
uel Williams 12760 Ibs. Tobacco, ordered that it be paid to 
Mr. Henry Meese atty. of said Saml. Williams 

Certificate for transportation of persons granted to John 
Colclough 200 acres, Saml. Hayward 350 acres (for importing 
Joseph Hayward, Sarah Hayward Etc.) 

Ordered that John Williams have 1500 Ibs. tobacco out of 
the next levy for keeping a ferry at Machotick 

Ordered that ferries be kept at Potomac Creek & Aquia 

Ordered that the little house (over) against the Court house 
be fitted for a prison 

Christopher Lund appointed a Constable for the present year 
to Col. Ashtons plantation 

Certificate for 100 acres granted to Christopher Lund for 
the importation of Henry & Elizabeth Pate 

Certificate granted Henry Waller for 700 acres of land 


Suit by Burr Harrison 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Aug. 30, 1665 
Present: Dodman, Alexander, Dowding, Heabeard, Fosaker 
& Sanders 


Suit by John Matthews 


John Withers a security 


Henry Galbron servant of Mr. Robt. Townsend brought into 
Court and judged to be 15 years old & ordered to serve his 
Master according to act of Assembly. 

“Whereas John Mathews Ordy keeper did petition this Court 
that all ordinary debts already contracted & to be contracted 
might be on execution, the Court doth order that he have ac- 
cording to Petition” 
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Jury: 
Mr. Wm. Greene Robt. Butterfield 
Mr. Arch Combs Wm. Thomas 
Joseph Edwards Phill Carpenter 
Mr. Sanders Fra. Jourdan 
Mr. Hen. Pictol Hen. Walker 


John Matthews 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Nov. 19, 1665 
Present : 


Col. Jno. Dodman Mr. Hugh Dowding 
Col. Henry Meese Mr. Rich’d Hebeard 
Capt. Jno. Alexander Mr. Rich’d Fossaker 


Mr. Robt. Osbourne 


Mr. Henry Meese this day sworn Lt. Col. of this county & 
this day took the oath of Justice of Peace. 

John Mathias acknowledged the deed for 600 acres to Wm. 
& Rich’d Bourne the sons of his now wife, lying at the head 
of Potomac Creek. 

John Massy appointed appraiser of an estate It doth appear 
that Mr. Robt. Williams dec’d. did owe to Mr. John Wash- 
ington as the collector of the Right Honorable Sr Wm Berke- 
ley £7. 9sh for the two shillings & hhd. Etc. 

Geo. Jenkins & Ann Harwood presented to the Court by 
Mr. Vincent Young for fornication & were fined according 
to act of Assembly 500 Ibs. tobacco each. 

Mr. Hugh Dowding this day sworn church warden 


Certificate granted to Robt. Moseley for 500 acres for the 
transportation of ten persons: viz. Robt. Moseley, Thos. Mose- 
ley, Edw’d Fisher, Lucy Heaberd, Edw’d Woolridge, Humph. 
Boone, Henry Butterfield etc. Sam’l Hayward sworn clerk 
of the County. 
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Order for payment from the estate of Col. Valentine Payton 
to the parish of Potomack 

Whereas it appears that Wm Greene hath received of this 
County the last year 620 lbs. tobacco for making railes & stocks 


etc. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Feb. 15, 1665 
Present as before 


Suit vs Wm Rush 

Mr. Jno. Stone atty. for Mr. Fossaker 
Capt. Jno. Ashton atty. for Eliza Lane 
Suit by Mr. Howson 

Suit vs Lt. Col. John Washington 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Apl. 11, 1666 
Present as before (Rob. Osborne) 


“Tho Peeke formerly taken from Capt. Thomson the Indian 
was this day brought into Court & apraysed by Mr. John Hea- 
berd and Thomas Greeg per the apoyntment who valued the 
said Peeke at 1700 pds. of Tobo. & Cask” 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford June 27, 1666 

Present: Dodman, Meese, & Major George Mason, Justices 
Will of Sand. Collings presented and proved by his widow 
Suit Jno. James vs Mr. Robt. Townsend 


Whereas Mr. Robt. Williams died having drawn a bill of 
exchange on Mrs. Frances Williams on Mr. Robt. Townsend 


of London Etc 
At a Court held for the County of Stafford Aug. 9, 1666 
Present: Meese, Mason, Heabeard & Osbourne 


Suit by Mrs. Francis Gray 
Inventory of Mrs. Henry Pictoe, dec’d filed 
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At a Court held for the County of Stafford Oct. 10, 1666 
Present: Dodman, Meese, Mason, Dowding, Heaberd & Os- 
borne 

Mr. Jno. Stone appeared as atty. of Colo. Catlett & Mr. 
Andrew Gillson to prove the will of Henry Pictoe, dec’d. 

Order in regard to a debt owed by James Sumner of London, 
haberdasher, to David Anderson 

Mr. Thos. Bunberry brought into Court a servant of Col. 
Peter Ashton’s to have his age adjudged 

Order for clearing the highways in the County Jno. Mat- 
thews & Wm. Harris to be Surveyors of roads from Paspi- 
tanze to Potomack Creek; Mr. Edw’d Sanderson & Wm With- 
ers from there to Aquia & Mr. Robt. Mosely & Mr. Wm Beach 
to Chapawamsic 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Nov. 28, 1666 
Present: Dodman, Meese, Dowding, Fossaker, Mason & Os- 
bourne, Justices 


Suit by George Balfe 


Jury: 
Mr. Wm. Horton Wm. Williamson 
John Heabeard Wm. Thomas 
Thos. Dirrick Rich’d Wells 
John Blagrove Jno. James 
Thos. Humphreys James Price 
Robt. Butterfield Thos. Grigg 


Thos. Burton, Cert. to John Reech for 1000 acres for im- 
portation of 20 persons; Ruth & Eliz. Sanders Etc. 

Cert. to Mr. Howson for 1000 acres for importation of 20 
persons, Walter Wharton, Ann Ballance, Wm Taylor Etc 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Dec. 6, 1666 
Present, Dodman, Meese, Mason, Dowding, Heabeard & Os- 
bourne, Justices 
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Daniel Gaines proved his service of 4 years by indenture, 
ordered that Mr. Andrew Gilson his late master pay him £10 
sterling according to the indenture, with costs of suit. 

It being proved that James Clifton had abused the Honor- 
able Governor & uttered scandalous speeches against this Court 
ordered that he be committed to prison until he give good se- 
curity to answer for his contempt & misbehavior 

Cert. for 300 acres granted to Capt. Giles Brent 

Cert. for 350 acres granted to Mr. Wm Heabeard 


Vestry nominates as follows: 


Capt. Jno. Alexander Mr. Robt. Howson 
Mr. Rich’d Fossaker Mr. Vincent Young 
Mr. Rich’d Heabeard Wm. Greene 

Mr. Robt. Osbourne Jno. Withers 

Mr. John Heabeard Thos. Humphrey 
Mr. Wm. Heabeard Thos. Grigg 


Mr. Robt. Osbourne & Mr. Jno. Withers to be church war- 
dens 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Apl. 3, 1667 
Present: Meese, Heabeard, Fossaker & Osbourne 


“Whereas Francis Jordan doth Petition this Court that Job 
Edwards who is a Pilfering Person might give Security or 
Depart the County. The Court taking the same into con- 
sideration have Ordered That the said Edwards forthwith give 
good Security for his good and honest behavior or else depart 
the County and that Job Edwards pay charges” 

“The Court Doth Order that the Minister preach in three 
particular places in this County vizt. at the Southwest Side of 
Aquia, and at the Court house and at Chotanch at a house be- 
longing to Mr. Robt. Townsend. To officiate every Sabbath 
Day in one of these places successively untill further order” 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford June 12, 1667 
Present: Dodman, Meese, Mason, Heabeard & Fossaker. 
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Order for Lt. Col. Henry Meese to make a payment to Mrs. 
John Appleton who is the relict of Col. Valentine Peyton 

Probate of will of Nicholas Burly granted to Jane Burly his 
relict 

Ordered that there be a pillory forthwith; & that the Stocks 
be repaired 

Mr. Robt. Fossaker sworn Sheriff & john Clerk under 
Sheriff 

Vestry as follows: Dodman, Meese, Mason, Alexander, R’d. 
Heabeard, Robt. Townsend, Wm Heabeard, Mr. Wm Greene, 
John Wiser, Grigg Vincent Young & David Anderson 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Aug. 7, 1667 
Present: Meese, Mason, Alexander & Heabeard 


Administration on the estate of Mr. Hugh Dowding dec’d. 
granted to Mr. John Wister who married the relict & the Court 
refused to admit a pretended will to probate. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Oct. 28, 1667 
Present: Meese, Masen, Alexander & Heabeard 


Court ordered Lt. Col. Henry Meese & Major Geo. Mason 
commissioners concerning the fort, to meet the gentlemen of 
the Association according to Act of Assembly. 


“Whereas the Courts of Rappahannock & Westmoreland hath 
appointed to bound the Counties, The Court doth also appoint 
and impower Capt. John Alexander and Mr. Richard Heabeard 
to meete with the gentlemen appoynted by the said Courts to 
conclude concerning the Bounds of this and other counties” 


Jno* Newton who brought with him to this County inden- 
tures to serve 4 years and had served his master Mr. Hugh 
Dowding, to be free from this day. 


For the year coming the Court orders Wm Beach to be Sur- 
veyor of the highways from the frontier Westmoreland down 
to the head & ferry at Aquia; Michael Hill & John Massey to 
be Surveyors of the highways from thence to the ferry & head 
of Potomack Creek & that they clear the way to the Ferry and 
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only mark the ways to the heads of the creeks where the most 
convenient passage is, & that Mr. Wm Heabeard “for direction 
in making the outward way and clearing the Road from the 
said Ferry to the Courthouse to the horse Bridge, and to take 
warrants from Capt. John Alexander to help therein” & that 
Christopher Lund be Surveyor for the plantation of Mr. Rich- 
ard Hope to the Ferry at Potomack. 


‘Whereas there is noe certain place in the upper p’cincts of 
this County for the Reading of Divine Service, the Court Doth 
Order that John Withers Churchwarden for these p’cincts agree 
for A house to Read in at the most convenient place” 


Edward Rogers engages to build a bridge over Pasbitansy 
creek, timber for said bridge to be taken from the land of Mr. 
Traverse 


“Whereas sufficient notice hath been given to ye Inhabitants 
of This County to bring in a List of the Tithables of their 
families to the Respective Justices and forasmuch as Jonathan 
Revett, John Giles, John Williams, Wolste Norwood, Thomas 
Cross, John Buckner, Thomas Dutton, Josh Edmunds, Robert 
Street, John Butler, Dixy Ward, Richard Ayliffe, Robert How- 
son, Robert King, Robert Potter, John Axton, William Nor- 
thall & Vincent Young Did neglect to bring in their lists as 
aforesaid. The Court taking into consideration the Trouble and 
care, which John Clerk hath had in taking the List, and the great 
damage that they and every one of them would have sustained 
if the Law had been fully executed, Doe hereby Order, and it 
is accordingly Ordered that they and every one of them forth- 
with pay to the said John Clerk fifty pounds of tobaceo with 
charges of Court” 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Dec. 11, 1667 
Present: Meese, Mason, Alexander & Heabeard— 
Suit Lewis Markham vs Mr. John Whiston 


Geo. Glass ordered to receive 49 lashes for fornication 
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At a Court held for the County of Stafford Jan. 29, 1667-8 
Present: Dodman, Meese, Heabeard, Mason, Mr. Robt. Town- 
send, Mr. Robt. Howson 


(End of first section) 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Dec. 11, 1689 


Present: 


Capt. Geo. Mason Mr. Wm. Buckner 
Mr. Mathew Thompson Mr. Edward Thomason 
Justices 


Suit by Rich’d Ayliffe vs 
Suit Martin Scarlet vs John Basford 


Suit by Wm Bunberry atty. of Edward Smith vs John Fowke 
late of this County who had absented himself from the County 

“Upon a motion made to this Court by Capt. George Brent 
with a Lre of directions from the Society of Surveyors con- 
cerning the land of Capt. William Downham & Edward 
Wheeler. It is considered by this Court that the said Capt. 
William Downham pattent is Independent of itself by reason 
of the Last clause in the pattent mentioned vizt. For the Trans- 
portation of Servants into this Collony according to Law and 
that the aforesd Capt. Geo. Brent is ordered by this Court to 
proceed in the Survey of Wilkinsons Pattent according to the 
directions of the Surveyors afsd sent to this Court” 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford Dec. 12, 1689 
Present : 


Mr. Samuel Hayward Capt. Geo. Mason 

Mr. Edward Thomason Mr. John Withers 

Mr. Wm. Buckner Mr. Matthew Thompson 
Justices 


Wm Barton, son of Nathan Barton of this Co, late dec’ed 
petitioned that Francis Hammersley detains & keeps from him 
his two brothers & one sister, orphans of the said Nathan Bar- 
ton under a spurious pretence that the said orphans were left 
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to his care & tuition by their father & seeing that the said 
Hammersley is a Roman Catholic “he doubts that the said or- 
phans may be brought up by him in the Roman Religion” & 
therefore prays that the said orphans may be delivered into his 
own care, or that the boys be bound to some trade. The Court 
ordered that Nathan Barton, the eldest of the two boys should 
remain in the custody of Augustine Kneaton until next Court 
& then bound to said Kneaton or some other good trade; 
Thomas the younger Son to remain in the custody of Major 
Andrew Gilson until next Court & then bound to him or some 
other & that Wm Barton should have the care and tuition of 
his sister Martha 

James Waustley by Samson Danell his Attorney complained 
that he came out of England with an indenture to serve 4 years 
& had been assigned to Matthew Thompson & charges that 
Thompson forged an instrument in writing by which he would 
be compelled to serve two years longer. The Court decided 
for the Master. 

Thos. Whickers & Geo. Pillers by Capt. Geo. Brent there 
Atty. state that in England, their native country in the town of 
Topsham in Devon, on Sept. 29, 1685 they agreed with John 
Lyle to serve him for his assigns after their arrival in Va. & 
afterwards they came into Va. in Capt. Walter Lyle’s Ship & 
after their arrival, which was on Dec. 1, 1685, their Master, 
John Lyle sold them to Rich’d Ayliffe, with whom they have 
lived ever since & have shown their indentures to various peo- 
ple; but 3 or 4 months these indentures were taken out of the 
room where they lodged & the said Ayliffe now refuses to dis- 
charge them or give them clothes & corn. On due Examination 
the Court ordered them to be freed. 


Mary Massey ex’x of Capt. Robt. Massey dec’d sues An- 
drew Gilson for debt. 


Geo. Leeke who married the widow of Dr. Ralph Smith late 
of this Co. dec’d confesses judgment to Jno. Newton. 
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Jury: 
Capt. Wm. Downing James Monke 
Augustine Kneaton John Carr 
Wm. Perkins Thos. Moss 
Wm. Todd Geo. Lyles 
Wm. Hambleton Sigismund Massey 
Wm. Smith Patrick Humes 


Daniel Jepcoat fined 1000 Ibs. tobacco to the upper parrish 
of this Co. for committing cornication with Susanne Swan. 


Symon Thomas, a “long liver in this County” freed from 
levies. 

Ralph Elken a long liver in this County & now sick freed 
from levies. 

Levy of 40 Ib. tobacco for each tithable person to be col- 
lected by Capt. Malachy Peale the high Sheriff 


Wm Bunberry having served as Constable for the upper 
parts of the lower parish for one year petitions to be relieved, 
which is done & Edward Platt appointed in his place 

The same in regard to Wm Rustall Constable for the pre- 
cinct of Pasbitanzy & David Anderson appointed in his place. 


The same in regard to Syman Stacy constable for the pre- 
cinct of Potomac Creek & John Higgison appointed in his 
place 

The same in regard to Jeffrey Wood Constable for the pre- 
cinct of Choppowamsic & Matthew Goffe appointed in his 
place 

The same in regard to Wm Balthrop Constable for the lower 
precinct of the lower parish & Thos. Ellis appointed in his 
place 

Mr. John Withers present 


Adm. granted on estate of Rich’d Minthorne dec’d. who died 
intestate, to his widow Elizabeth Minthorne. 


Jonathan Mothershead, one of the appraisers of Minthornes 
estate. 
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Susannah Mannington, servant, ordered to serve her master 
an additional two years & a half for having a bastard child. 

Suit Rd. Gibson vs Thos. Owsley 

Suit Geo. Lowther vs Jno. Wythers adm. of John Simson late 
of this Co. dec’d. 

Banks vs Gibson Whereas Richard Bankes an Orphan made 
humble suit to this Court against Richard Gibson that the said 
Richard Gibson his Master did beat misuse and unlawfully 
misuse him, wherefore he humbly prays your worships chari- 
tably to consider of his condition and to discharge him from 
his Service from the s’d Gibson. 

And the Court having fully and Maturely considered his 
premises and upon a full debate in this Court concerning the 
said Orphan and finding that this said Richard Gibson was 
according to the purport and tenor of the Indenture here in 
Court produced between the af’d Richard Gibson the master and 
Richard Banks the orphan & servant as af’d that the said Gib- 
son was to Educate and Learn him to read and write either by 
himself at home or at school abroad and no progress being 
made therein Therefore tis ordered by this Court that the Said 
Richard Gibson shall immediately take Effectual Care for the 
cureing of Richard Bankes Scald head and for putting of him 
to school or else by himself to Educate and Teach him to read 
and write according to the forms and purport of the Indenture, 
and that he bring him to the next Court to see what progress 
he makes therein and that the said Richard Banks Orphan, as 
afs’d shall serve the said Gibson until he comes to the full age 
of twenty one years. 


(To be continued ) 
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HEADQUARTERS OF Lorp CORNWALLIS FROM AFTERNOON OF Fes, 15TH TO 
MornNING OF 17TH, 1781. HEADQUARTERS OF GENERAL NATHANIEL 
GreEEN, Fes. 23rp, 1781. 
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THE SITE OF THE FIRST EVENTFUL 
FAILURE of LORD CORNWALLIS 





The Rediscovery of the Location and the Significance of 
Irwin’s Ferry and Boyd’s Ferry in the 
American Revolution. 





James M. Owens 





BACKGROUND OF THE CAMPAIGN 


We are now far enough removed from the factors that en- 
tered into the conduct of the American Revolution to enable us 
rightly to evaluate those factors and to place them in their 
proper perspective. One of the most important of these fac- 
tors was the series of Campaigns in the Southern states— 
Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina in 1779, 1780, 
1781. In 1776, an effort had been made by Sir Henry Clinton 
and Earl Cornwallis to invade the South. In May of that 
year, the forces under them were turned back from the mouth 
of Cape Fear River. They withdrew to Charleston, where on 
June 28th, they were defeated. They returned to New York 
in time for the forces of both Cl iton and Cornwallis to take 
part in the battle of Long Island. 

During the next two years, when the hardest fighting of the 
war occurred in the North, no major effort was made in the 
South. In the Fall of 1778, however, General Clinton decided 
that the war could be more effectually prosecuted by transfer- 
ring the field of action to the South. To that end he detached 
more than three thousand troops from the garrison at New- 
port and sent them, under Colonel Campbell, to Savannah. At 
that place, on December 29, 1778, Campbell badly defeated 
General Robert Howe, captured all of his stores and guns to- 
gether with about half of his men and took possession of the 
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General Benjamin Lincoln superceded General Howe in the 
latter part of December. The following year was a disastrous 
one for the American forces in the South: on the 12th of May, 
1780, General Lincoln was forced to surrender his entire army 
of more than two thousand Continentals and thirty-five hun- 
dred militia. General Lincoln was, in turn, replaced by Gen- 
eral Gates, who in the brief space of three months, on August 
16, 1780, had his army practically annihilated by Earl Corn- 
wallis and Lord Rawdon at the fateful battle of Camden, S. C. 
Here the brave DeKalb was slain, at least a thousand killed and 
wounded, more than a thousand prisoners taken and two thou- 
sand muskets and seven pieces of artillery captured by the 
British; who in turn, lost in killed and wounded only three 
hundred and twenty-four. 


Such were the tragic conditions in the South, when on De- 
cember 2, 1780, General Nathaniel Greene succeeded General 
Gates as Commander of the forces in the South. When, on 
that date, at Charlotte, N. C., General Greene took over the 
command of the Army, there were not more than eight hun- 
dred men, fit for duty, in the main army. Fortunately, these 
were a remnant of the brave Delaware and Maryland troops 
which, under the gallant DeKalb, had borne the brunt of the 
fighting at Camden. Within the brief period of six weeks 
General Greene had established his efficient camp at Cheraw, 
S. C., and had assembled as brilliant a galaxy of subordinate 
commanders as ever aided in organizing and correlating an 
army. Among these were Kosciusco, Edward Carrington, 
Light Horse Harry Lee, William Washington, Otho H. Wil- 
liams, John Eager Howard, Huger, Campbell, Morgan, Pickens, 
Marion and Sumter. In the brief space of time that had 
elapsed, General Greene had recruited and coordinated the 
forces in the area until he now had under him between thirty- 
five hundred and four thousand men; to which, Earl Corn- 
wallis opposed an army of 10,622 men. 

The one bright spot in the background was the brilliant vic- 
tory that had been won by Campbell and his men, at King’s 
Mountain, on October 7, 1780. On the seventeenth of Janu- 
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ary, 1781, Morgan and those associated with him won an equally 
brilliant victory at Cowpens. General Greene well knew that 
these disastrous losses by the British would serve to spur Lord 
Cornwallis to more vigorous action. Greene knew that to allow 
his little army to be drawn into a major action would result in 
the same tragic annihilation that had befallen the three armies 
that had preceded his own army in the field. Conditions in the 
East forbade any hope that there could be any recovery from 
such a fate as had befallen his predecessors. 

With statesmanlike foresight, he had already had surveys 
made of possible lines of communication from the Virginia line 
to the Georgia line. He made adequate preparation to meet 
his foe whenever wisdom should indicate an action; but pushed 
his army with all speed in the only direction from which he 
could hope for reinforcements or supplies that would make his 
army adequate for combat. 


Tue Historic RETREAT 


At his main camp on the Pedee, General Greene received a 
message from General Morgan on the twenty-fourth of Janu- 
ary telling of the brilliant victory at Cowpens. By the twenty- 
eighth, he had arranged his plan of campaign and ordered the 
disposal of his various forces. Two days later, on the thirtieth 
of January he had ridden more than a hundred miles and had 
joined General Morgan at Beattie’s Ford on the Catawba. Then 
began one of the most eventful retreats in history. Greene’s 
strategy was to move his army in two units along converging 
lines, across North Carolina towards Virginia. He and General 
Morgan headed one of these units and General Huger com- 
manded the other. When General Greene left his headquarters 
on the Pedee, he ordered General Huger to form a junction at 
Salisbury with th troops under General Morgan. When Gen- 
eral Greene reached the Catawba and learned of the movement 
of the British Army, he sent back orders to General Huger to 
change the rendezvous to Guilford Court House. Cornwallis 
pushed desperately forward in an effort to get between the two 
units of Greene’s army, or to get between that army and the 
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Dan. The army under General Greene made a brief camp, for 
rest, in a secure position in the forks of Reedy Creek, within 
a few miles of Salem. On the eighth of February, General 
Greene moved his troops, Morgan’s command, to Guilford 
Court House. On the ninth, General Huger came up with the 
main army which Colonel Lee’s command had already joined. 
General Greene’s first thought was to fight, at once, at Guil- 
ford; but he was so badly outnumbered by the effective forces 
under Lord Cornwallis that he decided to push forward beyond 
Dan River and wait for reinforcements from Baron Steuben, 
in Virginia. In order to create the impression that he intended 
to cross Dan River by the upper fords above where the city of 
Danville now stands, Greene created a light division of seven 
hundred picked troops, with orders to move as though they 
were headed for the upper fords. The Light Legion consisted 
of “the Cavalry of the first and third regiments, and the Legion” 
(Lee’s), “two hundred and forty in all; a detachment of two 
hundred and eighty infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel How- 
ard; the infantry of Lee’s Legion, and sixty Virginia rifle- 
men”. The command of this picked band was first offered to 
General Morgan, who declined it. General Otho Williams ac- 
cepted the command and, with the troops placed under him, 
performed one of the most brilliant maneuvers of the Revolu- 
tion. On the tenth of February the army was set in motion. 
The troops under Williams boldly threw themselves in front 
of the enemy and began to move in the direction of the Saura 
town. This bold move deceived Cornwallis who thought the 
entire American Army was before him and shaped his move- 
ments accordingly. Williams continued to incline to the left; 
but Greene, with the main army, pressed directly towards Ir- 
win’s Ferry and Boyd’s Ferry. On the eleventh, he crossed 
“New Haw Bridge”, was at “Camp Reedy Fork”, and at “(Camp 
on the East side of Haw River, three miles north of High 
Rock ford.” On the thirteenth, General Greene was at “Col. 
Moore’s.” This house is still standing, near the village of 





1 Greene to Washington, Spark’s Correspondence of the Revolution, 
Vol. III, page 227. 
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Helena, in Person County, N. C. From there, he moved prac- 
tically due north to Irwin Ferry and Boyd’s Ferry, approxi- 
mately thirty miles away. William’s Command moved across 
Guilford County, N. C., Rockingham County, N. C., and Cas- 
well County, N. C., by way of The Red House, in Caswell 
County, N. C. They entered Halifax County, Virginia about 
five miles east of the present town of Milton, N. C., and pro- 
ceeded across the south side of Halifax County, via the pres- 
ent town of Turbeville, to Boyd’s Ferry, where they were the 
last troops to cross Dan River. The advance units of General 
Greene’s Army reached the Dan River, and began to cross, on 
the morning of the fourteenth of February and by the evening 
of the fifteenth, the last of the American troops were ferried 
across, just as the advance of the British Army came within 
sight of the river. Both Irwin’s Ferry and Boyd’s Ferry were 
used in crossing. Thus ended the spectacular retreat of two 
hundred and thirty miles that had been completed in fourteen 
days. The strategy of Greene was crowned with complete suc- 
cess. When the two armies reached the Dan, Greene’s army had 
been depleted by expiration of enlistments and by desertions, 
to well under nineteen hundred men. Earl Cornwallis had 
with him, at the river, twenty-five hundred of as splendid troops 
as were to be found in the British Army. 


THE CROSSING OF THE DAN 


The key point of the Campaign in the South in the winter of 
1780-81 was not the Battle of Guilford on March 15, 1781; 
but the successful crossing of the Dan by the American Army 
on the 14th and 15th of February of that year, the crossing of 
the Americans at Irwin’s Ferry and Boyd’s Ferry and the hold- 
ing of Cornwallis at the river. Cornwallis was thereby deprived 
of his opportunity to crush the American Army. Within ten 
days, Greene was able to turn his retreat into a pursuit and 
forced Earl Cornwallis into the costly battle of Guilford Court 
House on March 15th. 

Modern students of American history have shown a strange 
lack of appreciation of the vital relationship existing between 
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the destiny of the United States and the campaign which cul- 
minated in the crossing of Dan River. Irwin’s Ferry and 
Boyd’s Ferry are two of the most historic spots in the annals 
of American Independence. The significance of these sites 
has been so far disregarded that they have been lost to definite 
knowledge and clouded by inaccuracy and uncertainty for more 
than a hundred years. 

Perhaps the earliest source of this inaccuracy was “A Map 
of the Seat of War in the Southern Part of Virginia, North 
Carolina and Northern part of South Carolina by Thomas 
Kitchin Senior, Hydrographer to his Majesty”. This map was 
published in “The London Magazine: Or, Gentlemen’s Monthly 
Intelligencer for June 1781” by R. Baldwin at “the Rose”, in 
Pater Noster Row. Kitchin’s map ignores Irwin’s Ferry en- 
tirely and places Boyd’s Ferry five miles west of the junction 
of Staunton River and Dan River when it should have been 
placed twenty-two miles west of that point. Irwin’s Ferry was 
an additional four miles west. It places Boyd’s Ferry seven 
miles east of the junction of Bannister River and Dan River 
when it should have been placed seven miles west of that point. 
Probably the chief significance of Kitchin’s map, which had a 
relatively limited circulation, was the influence that it appar- 
ently exerted on the map made by “William Faden, Geographer 
to the King”, entitled “The Marches Of Lord Cornwallis In 
The Southern Provinces Now States Of North America Com- 
prehending the Two Carolinas With Virginia And Maryland 
And The Delaware Counties”. Faden’s map was included in 
the folio edition of “Tarleton’s Campaigns In North America”, 
published in London in 1787. This fact probably gave Faden’s 
map the widespread circulation which made it a classic and 
caused it to be considered as authoritative for the Southern 
Campaign. 

Apparently Kitchin’s map exerted a still greater influence 
on the map made to accompany “The History of The Rise, 
Progress, And Establishment Of The Independence Of The 
United States Of America; Including An Account Of The 
Late War; And Of The Thirteen Colonies, From Their Ori- 
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gin To That Period”. This was a four volume work by Wil- 
liam Gordon, D. D. It was published in London in 1788. 
This work with its accompanying maps has enjoyed an even 
wider circulation than Tarleton’s book. The map referred to 
above is the one made to face the title page of Volume III. 


Colonel Henry B. Carrington’s map of “Operations In South- 
ern States” in his “Battle Maps and Charts of The American 
Revolution”, published in 1881, is equally in error with Faden’s 
map; but in the opposite direction. He indicates the line of 
march as having crossed Dan River at Dix’ Ferry which was 
thirty-eight miles west of Irwin’s Ferry and thirty-two miles 
west of Boyd’s Ferry. There is thus an extreme of error in 
location as to the place at which the American Army crossed 
Dan River of fifty-four miles: that being the distance between 
the locations indicated by Kitchin and Faden on the one hand, 
and by Carrington on the other. When one considers the date 
at which Kitchin and Faden made their respective maps and 
the dearth of data, especially of accurate surveys, in hand at 
that time, it is not at all strange that they should have made 
the errors in location that they did make; but it is very strange 
that any accurate student should have fallen into the same error 
after 1827. 


In face of the practically unanimous agreement of maps for a 
century and a half in placing the location of Boyd’s Ferry at 
certain points, how, it may be asked can the exact location be 
determined at this late day? The answer is clear and definite. 
There is an abundance of evidence from sources prior to the 
event, contemporary with it, and subsequent to it. 


The evidence prior to the event is found in licenses from 
both County and State to operate Boyd’s Ferry and Irwin’s 
Ferry, with descriptions of their location; Deeds and Wills 
of Halifax County, Virginia, in which the ferries were oper- 
ated; and entries in Pleas Books of Halifax County in which 
the ferries were located. 


Boyd’s Ferry was one of the earliest ferries established in 
what is now Halifax County. Pleas Book Number One of 
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that County shows that at the December Court in the year 1752, 
which was the year in which Halifax County was taken from 
Lunenburg County, John Boyd produced an order from the 
County Court of Lunenburg, dated July 4, 1749, authorizing 
him “‘to keep a ferry at his house over Dan River”. Apparently, 
John Boyd continued to operate this ferry, as Boyd’s Ferry, 
under license from the County Court of Halifax County until 
his death in 1757, prior to the 19th of May of that year, when 
his will was exhibited “At a Court held, for Halifax County”’.* 
Margaret Boyd, widow of John Boyd, seems to have continued 
to operate the Ferry as Boyd’s Ferry, under license of Halifax 
County Court, until February 1759 when the General Assem- 
bly passed “An Act for appointing several new ferries”. 


“Whereas it is represented to this present General Assembly 
that ferries at the places hereafter mentioned will be of great 
advantage to travellers and others, be it therefore enacted by 
the Lieutenant-Governor, Council, and Burgesses of this pres- 
ent General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted, by the author- 
ity of the same, that public ferries be constantly kept at the 
following places..... that is to say from Margaret Boyd’s 
in the County of Halifax, over Dan River, to the said Boyd’s 
land in the Said County of Halifax”.* On the first day of the 
preceding month, Margaret Boyd, widow, had married John 
Armstrong.* At some time prior to October 14, 1780, John 
Armstrong had died and his executors, on that date, sold to 
George Boyd “One certain tract or parcel of land and prem- 
ises scituate, lying and being in the aforesaid County of Hali- 
fax on the south side of Dan River known by the name of 
Boyd’s Ferry”.® 

Armstrong had apparently acquired title from John Boyd, 
Jr., who was operating the ferry in October, 1776, as shown by 
an act of the General Assembly of that date.6 By October, 





2 Halifax Will Book, page 34. 

3’ Hening’s Statutes at Large, VII, page 299. 
4 Halifax County Marriage Bonds. 

5 Halifax Deed Book, XII; III. 

6 Hening’s Statutes, IX, page 233. 
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1776, title to the land on the north side of Dan River, at Boyd’s 
Ferry had passed to Patrick Boyd, whose residence, on the 
bluff overlooking the ferry from the north side of the river, 
stood where the stand-pipe of the Reynolds Tobacco Company, 
immediately above the freight depot of the Southern Railway 
at South Boston, now stands. The north end of the ferry was 
at the river end of Ferry Street in South Boston which is a 
short section of the old road from Boyd’s Ferry to Richmond 
via Okeneeche Island. A portion of Boyd’s Tavern erected 
prior to 1780 still stands. It is the rear portion, a story and 
a half, of a house standing within a quarter of a mile of the 
site of Boyd’s Ferry on the south side of Dan River. This 
building continued to be used as a tavern until after the bridge 
at South Boston was built in 1854. John Boyd’s residence 
stood within a few hundred yards of the tavern (the chimneys 
of what probably was the Boyd residence are still standing). 
Both the residence and the tavern were in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the colonial church situated near Rogers’s Spring,’ 
a bold spring located about a hundred yards east of Lawson’s 
Creek on the South Boston-Turbeville road. On the opposite 
side of this road from the spring is a part of the burial ground 
of the old church. 

Irwin’s Ferry was four miles west of Boyd’s Ferry. It was 
established as a public ferry under an act of the General As- 
sembly for March, 1773,8 which ordered that “a public ferry 
be also kept across Dan River, in the County of Halifax from 
the land of James Irwin” (on the south side) “to the land of 
Thomas Davenport” (on the north side). This ferry had prob- 
ably been operated as a private ferry or as a ferry under County 
license much earlier than 1773 and had probably been known 
as Miller’s ferry. The road north and west from the ferry 
towards Peytonsburg was known prior to the Revolution as 
Miller’s road. Thomas Davenport of Cumberland County, 
Virginia, began the purchase of land on the north side of Dan 





7 Antrim Parish Vestry Book. 
8 Hening’s Statutes, VII, page 658. 
® Halifax County Deed Books of the period. 
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River, opposite the land owned by the Irwin’s, in February, 
1768. 

The significance of Boyd’s Ferry lay in the fact that over 
it passed the road to Charlotte County, Prince Edward County, 
Petersburg, Richmond and the East.1° What, however, is fre- 
quently overlooked is that Irwin’s Ferry was of equal impor- 
tance as over it passed the road to Pittsylvania County, Camp- 
bell County and the West and Northwest.’ 


It was over Irwin’s Ferry that the main body of the Amer- 
ican Army passed on the fourteenth and fifteenth of February, 
1781. Under an old cherry tree, on the ridge overlooking the 
southern end of the ferry, approximately half a mile from it, 
General Greene pitched his headquarters tent on the afternoon 
of the fourteenth and is said, in local tradition, to have spent the 
night there while the major portion of his army crossed at this 
point and camped on the opposite bank. Along that ridge ex- 
tend a portion of the earthworks erected by General Kosciusko 
to protect the road by which the troops approached Irwin’s 
Ferry. Judge William Johnson, whose life of Nathaniel Greene 
was published in 1822, had access to all of General Greene’s 
reports, orders, letters and other papers while he was preparing 
the biography. He says:"! “In the meantime, a proper party 
was pushed forward to collect the boats, and with them Gen- 
eral Kosciusko, who had rejoined his Commander at Guilford, 
and who now preceded him for the purpose of throwing up a 
breastwork at the ferry, for the double purpose of protecting 


the boats, and covering the passage of the army”. Francis 
Vinton Greene, in his Life of Nathaniel Greene,'? speaking of 
the arrival of General Greene at Dan River, says: “.... he 


arrived at the river bank and was ferried over, establishing 
himself under cover of the partially completed earthworks 
which Kosciusko was sent back to build a week before.” Ap- 
proximately two hundred and fifty yards of these earthworks 





10 “Nine-Sheet Map” published under authority of Legislature of 
Virginia, 1827. 

11 Johnson’s Life of Green, Vol. I, page 431. 

12 Francis Vinton Greene’s Life of Nathaniel Greene, page 202. 
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may still be seen beside the old road to the ferry, where the 
road passed along the ridge before it dropped off to the ferry 
in the lowground. Along the crest of these fortifications, is a 
row of graves—two graves deep—extending approximately a 
hundred and fifty yards. These graves are marked with frag- 
ments of native rock. Local tradition has always held that they 
are Revolutionary graves. They should be examined by com- 
petent experts. They could well be graves of American sol- 
diers or of British soldiers. The British were certainly as near 
the river as this point, for General Greene said, in a letter to 
Baron Steuben dated 


“Camp on the Dan River at Irwin’s Ford, 
February 15th, 1781. 
Dear Baron— 

“Since I wrote you from Guilford, the enemy have been 
daily pressing our rear, and are in full march, at this moment 
for the river, not three miles from our Camp. But we are 
happy enough to have the river between us; this will enable us 
to cross the Bannister river. Our stores and baggage are or- 
dered over the Stanton ....”.1% The graves referred to are 
just about three miles from where the American headquarters, 
on the north side of the river, would probably have been on 
the night of the fifteenth. 

Two and a half miles from Boyd’s Ferry, and approximately 
the same distance from Irwin’s Ferry, the old road from the 
South, along which the greater part of the American Army 
passed, formed a junction with the old road from the West, 
along which the British army advanced. Near this junction 
of the roads, on the road from the South, Revolutionary rifle 
pits, presumably a part of the fortifications laid out by Kos- 
ciusko, were visible until 1932. They have since been plowed 
up; but their site is still known and should be marked. About 
a mile southwest of this site, where the old road from the South 
crossed Lawson’s Creek, are what seems to be remnants of 
earthworks for the defense of this crossing. 





13 Ms. Letter Book of General Greene, Library of Congress. 
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The contemporary Irwin family graveyard was about a mile 
and a quarter east of the ferry, where the original Irwin home 
stood. The graveyard is still in an excellent state of preserva- 
tion. 

Within two miles of Irwin’s Ferry and within three miles 
of Boyd’s ferry, a 12 pound shot was found a few years ago. 
It could hardly have been brought there from any other site 
and no other military engagement ever occurred nearer this 
spot than the Confederate skirmish at the railroad bridge at 
Randolph, more than twenty miles away, during the raid of 
Hunter’s command in that direction. It was not fired by the 
British forces; for the Order Book of Lord Cornwallis for this 
phase of the campaign shows that the British had with them 
only 6 pounders and 3 pounders. It was probably fired by 
Lee’s Legion in a rear-guard action in the approach of the 
British to the river. 

Within two miles of Irwin’s Ferry and three miles of Boyd’s 
Ferry stands one of several Rogers homes in this neighborhood. 
Family tradition—Rogers and Thaxton—together with other 
local tradition, has always held that Washington spent the night 
there. With the passing of time this tradition assumed that it 
had been General Washington that stopped there. It is known 
that General Washington had never spent a night nearer this 
house than Peytonsburg, Virginia, some twenty-five miles away, 
where he did stop, for a night, in June, 1791, on his return from 
his official visit to the South, as President. Because of this 
fact, the tradition concerning the Rogers house has become 
discredited. The tradition is, however, almost certainly accu- 
rate and in all probability refers to the use of this house by Col. 
William Washington as his headquarters on the night of the 
fourteenth of February while the main army was being ferried 
across Dan River. 

Boyd’s Tavern probably housed General Kosciusko for at 
least a part of the week that he spent in erecting fortifications 
at, and near, the river. 

One of the most interesting survivals of places associated 
with the Revolution in Virginia is a fast decaying story and a 
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half cottage that was the headquarters of Earl Cornwallis from 
the afternoon of the fifteenth of February until the morning 
of the seventeenth.'4 This house was also the headquarters of 
General Greene on the twenty-third of February’®—the day on 
which he re-crossed the Dan and reversed the attitude of the 
two armies by turning his eventful retreat into the pursuit 
which culminated in the battle of Guilford Court House on 
the fifteenth of March. This cottage is owned by Dr. John 
Owen and stands about a hundred yards from his residence, 
in a corner of the garden. It is seven miles west of Boyd’s 
Ferry and about four miles southwest of Irwin’s Ferry. It is 
a detached unit of Wiley’s Tavern, a widely known Colonial 
and post-Revolution ordinary. The title to this property 
passed from Wiley to Wiley to Pate to Pate to Owen to Owen 
and to the present owner, Dr. John Owen. It is easily one of 
the most significant landmarks in Virginia and should be per- 
manently restored before it is too late. 

Approximately seventeen miles west of Boyd’s Ferry and 
Irwin’s Ferry, where the present road from South Boston, Va., 
to Milton, N. C., via Cunningham, first crosses the Atlantic 
and Danville Railroad, is the site of the last halting place of the 
British Army before it reached the immediate vicinity of the 
river. Here the British abandoned still more of their baggage 
in a desperate effort to quicken the march of “The Guards”, 
Lord Cornwallis’s own command, with the hope of overtaking 
General Greene before he could get his troops across Dan River. 
A pewter plate which was a part of the camp equipment of 
Lord Cornwallis is now the property of Mr. T. J. Boyd whose 
farm is a part of the British camp site of the fourteenth of 
February. Along this same road from Wiley’s to Dobbins’s, 
the main body of the American Army under General Greene 
moved, ten days later, on the twenty-fourth of February, as 
they pursued the British Army to Guilford. 


About nineteen miles west of Wiley’s, on the southwestern 





14QOrder Book of Lord Cornwallis, University of North Carolina 
Library. 
15 Ms. Letter Book of General Greene. 
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arm of Winn’s Creek, was Thomas’s Mill, used by the British 
forces in grinding a supply of meal for the army.’® About 
two miles south of Wiley’s, within a few hundred yards of 
where Blane’s Mill now stands, was another mill that the British 
operated day and night for three days and then burned. The 
activities at Thomas’s are referred to in a letter from William 
Pierce, Jr., to General Greene dated “the Horse ford, Feb. 
16th”!* ; Pierce wrote, in part, as follows: 

“Dear General 

“The Gentleman that was sent over last Eve to reconoitre 
the Enemy, reported to me that a Body of Horse and Some 
Infantry had been at Thomas’s Mill all yesterday grinding of 
Meal, part of which he said they had carried off, and were to 
return for the rest at Day break. In consequence of this in- 
telligence I collected 12 chosen men and crossed Dan River at 
3 o’clock in the morning ; but before I had got to the Mill they 
had taken away all the Meal and had marched themselves up to 
Dobbins”. 

Thomas’ Mill was about eight miles from “the Horse ford” 
which crossed Dan River a little west of the mouth of Birch 
Creek, near the present village of Paces. 

The Order Book of Lord Cornwallis shows that a strong 
guard of British troops was posted at Thomas’s Mill on the 
sixteenth, in spite of the detachment under Pierce having been 
there “from 3 o’clock in the morning until an hour after sun- 
rise”’. 

The “Horse ford” was about eleven miles west of Boyd’s 
Ferry and only about seven miles west of Irwin’s Ferry. Be- 
cause of the shallow shoals there, General Greene was very 
fearful that Lord Cornwallis would force a crossing of the 
river at this point. The fear was well founded: and indeed it 
was a grave mistake on the part of the British not to make the 
move that General Greene feared they would make. The se- 
rious significance of such a move on their part is clearly pointed 





16 Order Book of Lord Cornwallis. 
17 Ms. Letter Book of General Greene. 
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out by General Greene in two letters; one to Baron Steuben,"® 
written at “Camp on the Dan River at Irwin’s ford” on the 
fifteenth of February; and the second to Governor Jefferson, 
written from “Camp at Boyd’s Ferry on the Dan River’’® on 
the same day. In his letter to Governor Jefferson, he said: 
“TI wrote your Excellency from Guilford Court House, & re- 
fer’d you to my letter to Baron Steuben respecting the move- 
ments of the enemy. Since then the enemy have been press- 
ing our rear every day. We have crossed the Dan, I am ap- 
prehensive they will cross it above us, at the Horse ford. If 
they should, they will oblige us to cross the Stanton part of the 
Roanoke. Our army is so great.an object with Ld. Cornwallis 
& the reduction of the Southern States depend so much upon it, 
that I think it highly probable he will push us still farther; & 
I am not without my apprehension that he will oblige us to 
risk a general action (however contrary to our wishes or in- 
terest), which cannot fail to prove ruinous to the Army as our 
force is but little more than one half of the enemy’s, & there 
are few or no militia that have joined us on our march, or at 
any rate not more than one or two hundred. Should the enemy 
cross the Dan, & not be able to bring us to action, I imagine 
they will recross it, & fall down the Country to Halifax, which 
place I am taking measures to have fortified, to prevent their 
taking post there. But your Excellency will not take this for 
granted, as it is by no means certain that Ld. Cornwallis will 
not push thro’ Virginia. It is to be lamented that so small a 
force should have been allowed to march thro’ an extent of 
Country of several hundred miles, without a check. Unless 
our army is greatly reinforced, I see nothing to prevent their 
future distress. If the militia are called out, let them be put 
under Continental officers, that are & have been in service. 
One half of the force officered in this way will give more ef- 
fectual support, than double the number upon the common 
footing.” 

Because of his anxiety as to the possibility of a crossing be- 
ing attempted at the “Horse ford”, as well as for the abund- 


18 Ms. Letter Book of General Greene. 
19Ms. Letter Book of General Greene. 
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ance of food and forage in that region, the light Legion was 
posted along Birch Creek in the immediate vicinity of the shal- 
low shoals. 

General Greene sent his wounded about fifty miles west of 
Irwin’s Ferry to Berry Hill, the home of Colonel Perkins in 
Pittsylvania County,” where he established his hospital at Berry 
Hill and in the Harrison home, now a part of the Oak Hill 
estate, and in two other homes in that neighborhood. Berry 
Hill and the Harrison house are still standing and should be 
marked. 

If Boyd’s Ferry and Irwin’s Ferry had been where the maps 
of Kitchin, Faden and most other map makers place them, the 
American Army, when it had succeeded in crossing Dan River, 
would have found itself bottled up and with a river immediately 
before them, the Staunton, more formidable for crossing than 
the Dan which they had just crossed. The ferries being where 
they were, they had the Banister to fall back across, if neces- 
sary—a stream easy to cross and equally easy to defend against 
the pursuit of the enemy. 

The first map that accurately placed Boyd’s Ferry and Irwin’s 
Ferry was the map of the official survey of the state of Vir- 
ginia supervised by Herman Boye.'® This map was copyrighted 
by John Tyler, then Governor of Virginia and was published 
in 1827. It is known as the “Nine-sheet” map. While it does 
not print the names of these ferries it does indicate their loca- 
tion. It is strange that the publication of this map did not, once 
for all, establish their site. The perpetuation of errors in lo- 
cation after the “Nine-sheet” map was published can be under- 
stood only in the light of the fact that the critical and crucial 
failure of the British Army at Irwin’s Ferry and Boyd’s Ferry 
and in the campaign that led up to the crossing of Dan River 
at these points, in February, 1781, was overshadowed by the 
more spectacular, though hardly more significant failure at 
Yorktown in October of that year. The first failure was, in 
no small measure, responsible for the later and eventful failure 
in the Fall. 





20 Pleas Book of Pittsylvania County. 
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EDMUND RANDOLPH’S ESSAY ON THE 
REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY of VIRGINIA 


1774-1782 





(Continued ) 





1778. Virginia persevered in active military preparations: 
She raised volunteers for the grand army; a regiment of cav- 
alry; a battalion for garrison-duty; recruits to fill up defici- 
encies by loss-and pecuniary supplies of public exigencies; and 
she retouched with force the laws, providing against invasions 
and insurrections. 

But the nerve, which constantly shewed itself against the 
British enemy, now struck a serious blow at the administra- 
tion of justice. It was generally believed, that a banditti in 
the neighborhood of Norfolk, had availed themselves of the 
cover and aid, which a British squadron and British forces had 
lately afforded them, for plunder, and revenge by various 
atrocities on many citizens. One Josiah Philips an alert and 
audacious leader had eluded every attempt to capture him. Ter- 
rible he certainly was, and his arrest would have merited a high 
reward. But the general assembly, without other evidence, 
than general rumour of his guilt, or the inefficiency of legal 
process in taking him into custody, on the motion of a mem- 
ber, attainted him of high treason, unless he should surrender 
by a given day. In a very august assembly of Virginia, it was 
contended, that as he deserved to die, it was unimportant, 
whether he fell, according to the technicality of legal proceed- 
ing, or not. Probably he deserved death, although if a judg- 
ment can be formed of this by subsequent facts, the prosecu- 
tion against him, being as against a robber, not a traitor he was 
an offender less heinous, than he was conceived to be. His 
apology too, was not perhaps admissible ; although it was, that 
he had never for a moment acquiesced in the revolution, or 
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in the opposition to Great Britain; and that his loyalty was not 
for a moment concealed, but he received on the first oppor- 
tunity, and acted under, a military commission from the crown. 
He did not surrender himself within the time prescribed, and 
was exposed, on being arrested, to the single question whether 
he was the person attainted, and upon the establishment of 
the affirmative to be led to execution. He waived his apology 
because he would not exasperate his jury in his defence against 
robbery. What was his peril, while he was roving abroad, de- 
voted by a legislature to death, unless he should surrender him- 
self, ought not to have been withdrawn from the view of those, 
whose duty it was to fence the constitution against noxious 
precedents. Nor is it an expiation of this hasty measure of 
wrath, that the previous alternative was offered to him of sub- 
mitting to a trial. The denunciation of a government is almost 
the sure harbinger of condemnation. Let it be conceded as it 
ought, that virtuous men were the authors of this terror to 
peace and happiness. But examples are more fatal, when they 
proceed from respected sources, and the victim selected, will 
have the more cause to tremble, as the precedent is the act of 
pure hearts. An attainder may probably exist in the sphere of 
Virginian legislative power, as an attribute to legislation itself, 
or from some connection with the character of grand inquest 
of the commonwealth. But it is a dread attribute at best, to be 
deprecated as confounding, in defiance of the bill of rights 
judicial with legislative authority. 

October 1778. We have seen, how in the year 1620, an ac- 
cidental importation of African slaves, began this blot in our 
population and morals. For many years ships loaded with these 
wretches had been sent to Virginia by the capitals of British 
merchants, who favored their friends by high commissions on 
the sales. The plantations were crowded with them and their 
descendants. At length, laws were passed by the assembly for 
discouraging the importation by duties on each slave imported. 
But the influence of the dealers in human flesh, who resided 
near the British ministry, baffled the voice of humanity and 
policy. Hence as soon as Virginia became mistress of herself, 
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she forbade further importations under a penalty of money, 
and of emancipation of the slave. This law has always found 
ready advocates for its execution, although the importation to 
be animadverted on should be from one of our sister states. 

Under the regal government, the only final tribunal of ju- 
dicial sentences rendered in Virginia, was the king in council, 
for sums not less than 500 £ sterling. With the renewal of the 
judicial functions in the year 1777, a court of appeals was not 
immediately instituted; but at this time (October 1778) it 
was compounded of the three judges of the high court of Chan- 
cery, the five of the general court, and the three of the ad- 
miralty; each set of judges, being excluded from sitting in 
causes, decided in their own courts. The number was too large 
for adequate expedition, if the cause should be multiplied ; and 
let the talents of the whole, be what they might it would seem, 
that such a tribunal ought to have been selected from abilities 
of peculiar fitness for the field of general jurisprudence rather 
than to be the accommodating result of bringing members from 
different benches, evidently, in some instances, demanding dif- 
ferent and inferior powers of mind. In this court an esprit 
de corps was in theory, to be apprehended, as well as perhaps 
an occasional invitation from one class of judges to another. 

On the north western side of the river Ohio, within the 
territory of Virginia, several British posts had been reduced by 
the militia of Virginia, and the inhabitants had acknowledged 
themselves, citizens of Virginia, and taken the oath of fidelity 
to her. This called for the exercise of a new duty in legisla- 
tion, to provide for the government of a conquered country. 
It was exercised in a style, not generally observed in the old 
world. A county appendant to Virginia was erected, with every 
salutary and convenient arrangement, which the peculiarity of 
its population could demand. 

This was another flattering assay of the military genius of 
Virginia, to which from the loss of the Virginia records it is 
impossible at this late day to do justice. This is to be lamented 
the more, as the nature of the expedition bespoke in George 
Rogers Clarke the leader of it, energies and skill, for which no 
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military preferment would have been excessive. Our only grat- 
ification therefore must be to give an account of it in the words 
of Chief Justice Marshall’s history of it in the 3rd volume of 
his life of George Washington, page 565. 

1779. The assembly met in May. The charter of Virginia 
had appropriated to her many millions of acres of land from 
the atlantic ocean on the east to a line dividing the Mississippi, 
under the treaty of Paris in 1763. But notwithstanding the 
prohibition contained in the royal proclamation against set- 
tlements on waste lands, above the heads of the rivers, mul- 
titudes of hardy adventurers had before the revolution defied 
the law and the savages, and settled on them. It was foreseen, 
that they could not be disturbed without some convulsion ; and 
indeed as far as men ought to be encouraged, who act delib- 
erately against law, they had laid in a stock of merit, in form- 
ing a barrier against the incursions of the Indians. 


Virginia discovered that she had hardly a choice between an 
acquiescence in the rights acquired by the hardihood of occu- 
pancy, to the vacant western lands, and the daily diminution 
of that important fund for her public debt. After satisfying 
therefore those sturdy claimants and adjusting some legal pre- 
tensions, long before existing, a land office was opened upon a 
scale, which nourished speculation, although it was produc- 
tive of revenue. In the passage of one of the laws, upon this 
subject a member of the assembly, who was honorably inter- 
ested in charter-importation rights, was pursued by another, 
who hated him with a violence, which nothing could satiate 
but the expurging of the rights from the list of such as were 
to be confirmed. The other, sensible that a direct attack upon 
them would be too gross, assaulted the surveys, by which they 
had been located upon particular rich lands, for some mistake 
in form; upon which a vote was obtained declaring them to be 
void. Elated by this victory, and poorly versed in the subject, 
this hunter after formal defects, did not see the force of a 
small amendment in a part of the bill, remote from the clause, 
which had been defeated. Thus justice was protected by dex- 
terity, from malicious ignorance: thus an impotency of char- 
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acter, cheats itself with a momentary flash of triumph; and 
teaches us not to confide in a legislator who does not view the 
whole ground, and persevere to the last; as the same conse- 
quence might have followed in a better cause. 

No fact had transpired in the conduct of Great Britain, vary- 
ing the principles, which had been professed in the act of se- 
questration in the year 1777. Hostility had expended all its 
horrors, but it had not risen on her part to confiscation, which 
was the specific condition prescribed by the legislature to it- 
self on that subject. The reasons assigned for not continuing 
British property longer, in the situation in which it then was, 
were not without plausibility; but may not a moralist be per- 
mitted to ask, whether this confiscation is not better justified 
by the concessions of the enemy in the negotiation of the peace, 
than by an observance of uniformity of principle in ourselves. 
Note on confiscation. See Jay’s treaty. Note 

James Town, situated about fifty miles above the mouth of 
James river, was the first metropolis of the colony; but when 
commissary Blair, who by grants and bounties in England had 
been able to build the college of William and Mary, at the 
Middleplantation, now the city of Williamsburg, he inculcated 
the opinion, that as youth ought to study men, as well as books, 
this double benefit could not be so effectually attained, as by 
the removal of the seat of government to the vicinity of the 
college. The prospect was surely, at Williamsburg a very bar- 
ren one for a metropolis. Its navigation consisted in two small 
creeks, one of which emptied into York, and the other into 
James River at the distance of about four or five miles. In 
speaking of sites at that day, the capacities, which the subse- 
quent spirit of improvement has suggested, were foreign to 
our minds. But Williamsburg in its utmost splendor, could 
be recommended as a position for the seat of government only 
by the dryness of its soil. During the regal government it 
was a serious labour to invent arguments for preferring it as 
the resort for the general business of the colony. As population 
moved to the westward, the truth spread with it, that it was 
an unreasonable deference to the lower country for the inhabi- 














228 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


tants of the upper to haven within a few miles of the bay of 
Chesapeake, for access to the supreme court, to the legislature, 
and to the executive. Many considerations of different com- 
plexions, had anchored the metropolis at Williamsburg. The 
two public edifices of the capitol and college had been ingrafted 
on the public mind by the expensiveness of them, and were 
considered as ornaments, not to be disregarded, even if the 
dignity of a metropolis should be consulted. The aristocracy, 
whose estates and residence were convenient to it, were a little 
phalanx around it—a superstitious reverence for time was one 
of its defenders, and its enemies, after they were powerful 
enough to shake the allegiance to Williamsburg, were at var- 
iance as to the spot, to which the metropolitan offices should 
be transferred. The royal veto was always an asylum to Wil- 
liamsburg. But the revolution spoiled the metropolis of its 
false glory, by discovering that there, the public archives were 
open to plunder from the ciews of hostile ships; public busi- 
ness to interruption from similar causes, and that its distance 
from our western borders, was a grievance to their inhabitants. 
The town of Richmond at the falls of James River, where 
free navigation terminated, possessed many beauties and ad- 
vantages, while it had no other fixed character, than that of 
being suitable for the reception of tobacco to be inspected. 
Thither the general business of the commonwealth, legislative, 
executive and judicial were adjourned by law, to the impov- 
erishment of many industrious and respectable families in Wil- 
liamsburg, who had been for years raising a home for their 
declining years, in si:all portions of land within its limits. 
This was however a casualty, which conveys no censure on the 
legislature. It has had one good effect. It has stimulated the 
youth to wing their way in new fields of enterprize rather than 
to waste their lives in snatching the contingencies, which might 
attend the favor of those who frequented a metropolis, enjoy- 
ing no advantages from commerce or manufactures. 


With the tacit assent of Europe to American charters, Vir- 
ginia has always asserted the nullity of purchases made from 
the native Indians, within her limits by individuals, not au- 
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thorized by the crown. At this session an express law was 
passed, for the abolition of them, not as being then original, 
but to give more publicity to an old law, which from the early 
difficulties of diffusing information by printing, was little 
known ; and to a principle, which if it had never been formerly 
announced, was a plain right of charter. 

Some incidents had given birth to suspicions, that the con- 
fidential intelligence communicated to congress, had been abused 
by members engaged in trade. An oath was therefore injoined 
by law upon every delegate from Virginia present or future, 
to abstain from all mercantile connection. If an antidote had 
been desirable at all, a better one would have been not to elect 
a known merchant, and to displace one who should become so 
after election. But merchants of real knowledge, experience 
and integrity could not be expected to renounce the means of 
livelihood for a seat in congress, and it is notorious, that such 
as these were among the great authors of revolutionary suc- 
cess, for the accomplishment of which, military supplies must 
come to us through channels, and by circuits and stratagems 
unknown to unpractised men. The proceedings of the secret 
committee appointed by congress for these ends, are a history 
of unexampled utility. Note on Robert Morris. 

The law of citizenship was liberal towards every oppressed 
nation of the world, and besides, the legislature never hesi- 
tated on petition, to receive flagrante bello, into citizenship the 
subjects of Great Britain, who were really inimical to British 
tyranny over America. The confiscated estates of several of 
them, were restored. 

For the seal of the commonwealth, the following device was 
ordained. 

Virtus, the genius of the commonwealth, dressed like an 
Amazon, resting on a spear with one hand, and holding a sword 
in the other, and treading on tyranny; represented by a man 
prostrate, a crown fallen from his head, a broken chair in his 
left hand, and a scourge in his right. 

In the exergon the word Virginia over the head of “Virtus”, 
and underneath the words, ‘Sic semper tyrannis.” 
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On the reverse side a group, 

Libertas, with her wand and pileus; 

On one side of her Ceres, with the cornucopia in 
one hand and an ear of wheat in the other. 

On the other side Aeternitas with the globe and 
phoenix. 

In the exergon these words 

Deus nobis hoc otia fecit. 

We have seen that the erection of the province of North 
Carolina curtailed the chartered limits of Virginia, and that the 
early part of the last century (beginning with the year 1700) 
Joshua Fry and Peter Jefferson as commissioners of Vir- 
ginia and other commissioners of North Carolina ran a divid- 
ing line from the Atlantic ocean in the latitude of 36° 30’ north 
in the supposed direction of due west. The assembly resolved 
to continue that line, if it should be formed on that latitude, 
due west to Tennessee river. Doctor Thomas Walker the 
commissioner from Virginia, and Richard Henderson the com- 
missioner from North Carolina commenced the work, but dif- 
fered so widely on principles and execution, that they diverged 
at every step, and left a tract of country in the shape of a wedge 
to be a ground of contention, which was not removed for many 
years afterwards. 

Virginia had so habitually copied from English Institutions, 
even upon the topic of ease to scrupulous consciences, that until 
this session affirmations were not universally substituted in the 
place of oaths. The apprehensions entertained for an estab- 
lished church, inspired on this occasion, when too late, a vigi- 
lance and alertness, not commensurate with reason and right; 
and thus the solemnity of an oath had not hitherto seemed to 
be ensured by any form, not connected with the touch of the 
cover of the printed evangelists. 

May 1780. Under the sequestration law of 1777, large sums 
of paper money were paid into the treasury in satisfaction of 
debts due to British subjects. But the stamina of that cur- 
rency had at this date been exhausted to such a degree, that the 
assembly, contemplating the possibility of compensation either 
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to the creditor or payer, repealed the right of making such pay- 
ments. 

Congress were now approaching the ultimation of all pro- 
jects on paper-money, when they passed the resolution of the 
18th day of March, 1780. 

The legislature being called upon to act in conformity with 
them, George Mason and Richard Henry Lee advocated them, 
as being the only expedient remaining for the restoration of 
public credit. Patrick Henry poured forth all his eloquence in 
opposition ; but proposed nothing in their place. He dissem- 
inated, however, the jealousy, which has since been denomi- 
nated antifederal, and stated some precise objections to the 
plan, as being incompetent upon its own principles. Had it 
been finally lost, after having been promulged, as the only means 
of safety, and as being founded on the ruins of the former 
currencies, the finances of the United States would have been 
destitute of the little succour, which the old paper money might 
still have afforded for a little time. Every day gained to the 
existence of paper money, was a point gained in the war, for 
it was foreseen, though not avowed, that at the close of it, its 
real, not its nominal, value would be the standard of redemp- 
tion. For a time this scheme of congress was negatived. Om- 
nipotent as Henry was while present and asserting himself in 
the assembly, he had one defect in his politics: he was apt to 
be contented with some general vote of success, but his genius 
did not lead him into detail. For a debate on great general prin- 
ciples, he was never surpassed here; but more laborious men, 
who seized occasions of modifying propositions, which they 
had lost on a vote, or of renewing them at more fortunate sea- 
sons, often accomplished their purpose, after he had retired 
from the session. In this instance, the perseverance of Mason 
and Lee, introduced in Henry’s absence the same resolutions, 
and they were carried into a law. 


(To be continued ) 
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WALES, DINWIDDIE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 





By Robert A. Lancaster, Jr. 





Henry Briggs’ (born circa 1635; died 1686), of Surry 
County, Virginia; married (wife’s name unknown), and had 
issue: Henry Briggs (circa 1664-1730), of Surry County; 
married (wife’s name unknown), and had issue: Howell Briggs 
(1709-1775), of Surry and Sussex counties ; captain of militia; 
magistrate; vestryman; married Lucy Gray’, and had issue: 
Gray Briggs, of Sussex and Dinwiddie counties.’ 

In Virginia Historical Portraiture, Mr. John A. Coke, Jr., 
states that Captain Howell Briggs settled in that part of Prince 
George county which is now Dinwiddie near Petersburg, where 
he built a home which he called “Wales” after the Prince of 
Wales. Captain Briggs brought his bride to Wales, where they 
enjoyed a long and happy life together. He died April 21, 
1775, in his sixty-sixth year.* His son, Gray Briggs, was born 
and reared at Wales and was active in the political affairs of 
the country. He was an attorney-at-law and his duties as such 
evidently caused him to settle in Sussex County, for we find 
from the Journals of the House of Burgesses, 1752-1758, that 
he represented that county as a Burgess for these years. This 
was following the traditions of his mother’s family who repre- 
sented Surry and Sussex in many county offices as well as in 
the House of Burgesses. According to Acts of Assembly, he 
must have been twenty-one years of age when he was elected 
a Burgess. He was probably not older than that, for his father 
was born in 1709. As he was born at Wales, we may con- 
clude that the house was built about 1730. 





1Sons of Revolution Magazine, Vol. IV, No. 2. 

2 Daughter of William Gray, of Surry County, and his wife Mary. 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. III, . 403. 

3 William and Mary (1), Vol. XIV, p. 6. 

4 Encyclopedia of Virginia Biography, Vol. I, p. 247. 
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Upon the conclusion of his term, Gray Briggs retired to his 
estate, Wales, which he had inherited from his father. He 
was a member of the Williamsburg Lodge of Masons in 1777.° 
On May 16, 1782, in a letter written from Wales, Dinwiddie 
County, to Col. Davies he regrets his inability to collect rev- 
enues in the county because “the larger majority of the people 
omitted to list their tithables the last year.” He was in 1789 
state attorney for Dinwiddie County.’ In the personal prop- 
erty list of Dinwiddie County for 1782 Gray Briggs is taxed 
with one tithable, 43 slaves, 16 horses, 41 head of cattle and 
one chariot. He married Dorothy Pleasants, of Curles Neck, 
a noted belle of her day. They had several children, among 
them Dorothy Pleasants Briggs, who married Colonel John 
Nicholas, of Buckingham County, an officer in the Revolu- 
tionary Army. Another daughter, Eliza Briggs, married Wil- 
liam Heth, an ancestor of Richard Heth Lorton. Records of 
Dinwiddie County having been destroyed, it is difficult to trace 
the continuous ownership of Wales to the present time. 
It appears from the tax list that in 1787 Gray Briggs, Esquire, 
is taxed with 878 acres which at his death in 1807 had been 
reduced to 65334 acres. This estate is known on the tax list 
as Wales. In the same year Edward Watkins conveyed to 
Thomas Atkinson 21334 acres which was formerly a part of 
Wales. In 1841 Thomas Atkinson sold to Mr. “McEnry” a 
tract of land which the deed recites was known by the name of 
Wales. In 1859 Peter “McEnry” paid a tax on 452 acres 
known as Wales, on Cox’s Road, it having formerly been the 
property of Edward Watkins and wife. Fifteen hundred dol- 
lars was added on the tax bill for additional building. This 
may indicate the date of an enlargement to the original dwelling. 

Mr. Edward A. Wyatt IV, who has given much study to 
Virginia history, states that the McEnery family emigrated 
from Ireland in the early nineteenth century, and one of this 





5 William and Mary (1), Vol. I, p. 17. 
6 Calendar of State Papers, Vol. III, p. 167. 
7 William and Mary (1), Vol. XXIII, p. 216. 
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family married a Watkins who was a descendant of the Briggs 
and probably lived at Wales. 

The Gilmer map of Dinwiddie County issued in 1864 shows 
that Wales was occupied at that time by P. McHenry (evi- 
dently intended for Peter McEnery). A daughter of Peter 
McEnery married John McIlwaine.’ After his death she mar- 
ried James S. Gilliam. The property, about three miles west of 
Petersburg, is now owned by two children of these marriages, 
Mr. Peter McIlwaine and Mr. Edwin Gilliam. 

Miss Lucy A. MclIlwaine, of Petersburg, Va., gives an in- 
teresting account of an incident connected with Wales, as 
follows: 

“In 1864, when the shelling of Petersburg became danger- 
ous to civilians, my grandfather, Capt. Robert D. McIlwaine, 
bought the Dupuy home, west of Petersburg, called ‘Cottage 
Farm,’ as a place for his family to ‘refugee,’ as they called it. 
While they were there General William H. F. (Rooney) Lee 
had his headquarters in the yard. 


“One day General Lee asked my grandmother if she would 
permit my father, the late William B. McIlwaine, then a boy 
of nine years, to ride out through Dinwiddie County and try 
to find for him a particular kind of map of the county. He 
said he knew that such a map existed, but that he did not have 
a copy of it, and that he was afraid to send one of his men 
for fear he might be captured. My grandmother consented 
and my father started out on his pony, a large banker, that he 
had been able to keep since she was too small for the soldiers 
to ride. I have often heard my father describe graphically 
how he rode all day, inquiring at every farm-house and dodging 
into the woods whenever he saw troops approaching without 
stopping to find out if they were friends or foes. 

“The route he followed—and, strange to say, we drove in a 
car over exactly the same roads on the last drive that he took 
with us—was out the Dupuy Road to the Boydton Plank Road. 





8A cousin of Archibald Graham MclIlwaine, the founder of this 
branch of the family in this country. 





ei 
fr 
ca 


or 
H 


en 








WALES, DINWIDDIE, VIRGINIA 235 


Up the Boydton Plank Road to the White Oak Road. Thrugh 
the White Oak Road to the Claiborne Road. Through the 
Claiborne Road to Cox Road, on which he turned back in the 
direction of home, but still intent on his search. And on Cox 
Road, at the McEnery place (Wales), after night had fallen, 
he found the map he was looking for. It was nine o'clock 
before he reached home and his mother was almost frightened 
to death. But he had accomplished what he set out to do.” 

In The American Architect for May, 1933, on pages 69 and 
70, there are extensive detailed drawings of Wales made by 
Mr. William Francis Drewry, of Petersburg. 

The following description is given by Mr. Walter G. Peter, 
Jr., an architect who has made careful measurements and draw- 
ings of this interesting old house: 

The house is comprised of story and a half central portion 
which is known to have been built prior to 1732 and one story 
connections and wings built in 1752. 

The central part has a gable roof with brick chimneys laid 
in flemish bond, offset above the second floor fireplaces. The 
three dormers on the front have hipped roofs, while the two 
on the rear are of the gable type, but are of a much later date; 
their location has not been altered, however. The roof on the 
rear changes to a flatter pitch at about midway of the dormers, 
iorming a lean-to which comes down quite low. The bottom 
of the simple cornice, the bed mould of which returns on itself, 
being only 7’6” above the first floor line. A simple modillioned 
cornice supports the roof on the front. On both front and 
rear a central six panelled door is flanked by one windw on 
either side, those in the rear being smaller than those on the 
front. The windows have the typical wide muntins, in this 
case being 14%4”. The shutters are solid, three panelled, with 
a small panel at the top and two equal panels below. All the 
original hardware is still on the shutters, including the foliated 
H hinges. Clapboards with 14” bead form the siding. 

The wings are unusual in that the roofs are hipped on the 
end where they meet the connections, but are gabled on the 
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outside ends. The east wing is four feet wider than the west 
and has two rooms, while the west has one large room. The 
cornices are similar to that on the center building being modil- 
lioned but are not quite as heavy. Here again the windows 
have the wide muntins, being in this case 1344”. The shutters 
are also solid three panelled but have the small panel in the mid- 
dle with equal panels above and below. The hinges are regu- 
lar H and L. 

The connections carry the same cornice and floor line as the 
wings, there being a 9” step down to the center building. Each 
connection forms one entrance, having very handsome doors, 
7'4” x 3'5”. Two square panels at the top, two large panels 
below them, a wide rail and four triangular panels at the bot- 
tom forming an X. This is a detail worthy of note. Though 
not unique, it is certainly rare in Virginia. 

There are four main rooms on the first floor, one in the west 
wing, two in the center building and one in the east wing. 
Aside from these, each connection forms a room. There are 
two secondary rooms and small stair hall in the rear of the 
two main rooms in the center building and a secondary room 
in the rear of the main room in the east wing. On the sec- 
ond floor there are two rooms. 


The room in the west wing has a denticulated cornice, high 
panelled dado with a small panel above the chair rail and pan- 
elled chimney breast with fluted pilasters at the corners carry- 
ing from floor to cornice. All the woodwork in this room is 
pine, painted and grained. Below the simple mantel shelf the 
wood forms a segmental arch over the fireplace. 

The southwest room in the center building, into which the 
front door opens, and also the door to the stair hall directly 
opposite, is panelled on the west end only. The denticulated 
cornice breaks out to receive two fluted pilasters, the plinth 
of which rests on the mantel shelf. 

The southeast room in the center building has no panelling. 
A large chimney piece is dominating feature. The shelf of 
which is 7'0” above the floor. This has a full entablature with 
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a segmental frieze and segmental arch over the fireplace. This 
room also has a built-in cabinet on the north wall. 




















The main room in the east wing has a corner fireplace with 
a similar entablature to that just mentioned and is panelled 
above. The panelling extends across the entire east end of 
the room, the remainder of the room having a panelled dado 
and chair rail. 

The closed string stair is interesting in that the balusters 
are flat but cut with similar forms to turned balusters. 


The porches are of a much later date but are in good char- 
acter, having chamfered posts with lamb’s tongue at the top 
and bottom of the chamfers. 

In the rear of the house there was quite an extensive garden, 
bordered by magnolia, holly, peach, pear and quince trees and 
shrubs. On either side of this were four square plots in which 
vegetables and flowers were planted. In the corners of garden 
were the dairy and garden house. These are still standing, as 
well as the smokehouse and several other outbuildings. 
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DIARY OF COL. WILLIAM BOLLING 
of BOLLING HALL 


(Continued ) 


JULY, 1827 


23. Rain, commenced at day break, and during the day we 
had several fine showers, making altogether a very plentiful and 
most acceptable one—more fell than we have had since the 3d 
of June, consequently crops had began to suffer. 

24. The rain continued moderately thro’ the day so as to 
confine me to the House, and our operations to cleaning Wheat, 
thus two days are added to my last week’s absence in which I 
could see but little to my plantation affairs. 

25. Rain in the night moderately and until 11 o’clock, when 
I rode to Pocahontas, the Mill, Barn, etc., and commenced load- 
ing three Boats, the weather still threatening. 

26. Went to the Island, bought a colt 15 months old from 
Booker Carroll for Six Barrells of Corn, called at Ware’s, and 
returned to dinner, found my Brother here. 

27. Messrs. John and Euphemon LaBranch who came down 
from the University with Thomas this day week, went to the 
Ct house to meet the stage, where Thomas took leave of them 
probably for ever, as they reside in New Orleans. I left home 
with my wife, and daughters Mary and Jane for Clifton, upon 
getting to Cartersville we found considerable commotion in 
the village on the subject of a Dancing School then about to 
commence by Mr. Xaupi, an excellent Teacher and accom- 
plished Gentleman. Presbyterian Parson Jesse Armstead?? 





27 Rev. Jesse S. Armistead, born Cumberland County, Virginia, 1795, 
died same county 1869. Entered Hampden-Sydney 1818, A. B. 1823. 
Pastor of Presbyterian Church at Buckingham Court House 1828-1842; 
of Cumberland Church (Old School) 1842-1864. A practical farmer, 
devoted minister and prominent in the affairs of Hampden-Sydney Col- 
lege. (Dictionary of Biography Hampden-Sydney, p. 234.) 
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had taken a violent and unjustifiable stand against it, saying that 
Parents who sent their children to it, must withdraw them from 
his school as he would not receive them again, and even in- 
flicted corporal punishment on Zachariah Taylor’s daughter “to 
drive these Xaupi’s out of her head! etc., the school however 
commenced, and I entered Jane as a scholar, she staid at Wm. 
Randolph’s with his and Mr. Harrison’s daughters, and we went 
to Clifton to dinner where we found Wm. Harrison and his 
wife, Polly Harrison, the first time I ever saw the first and the 
first since her marriage that I have seen her. Thos. got there 
to supper. 

28. We all dined at Wm. Randolph’s, and attended the dance 
in the evening. I returned to Clifton with the ladies about 9 
o'clock, Mr. H. and Thomas made it near midnight. 

29. We all attended meeting in Cartersville, sermon and 
Sacrament administered by Mr. Baptist,?* we return’d to Clifton 
to dinner. William Randolph?® and Family, Chs. Irvine, Jr., 
Rob. Page, and John Pemberton*® also dined there. Jane Ran- 
dolph came and return’d home in my carriage. 

30. Left Clifton, my wife shopp’d a little in Cartersville, 
and we dined at Ware’s (I came by the Island), and found 
Albert Royall and his Family there, we got home (my Brother 
with us) about sunset. 

31. Bargained with James Brooks to live at Pocahontas next 
year, to work with my carpenters, and to assist me in the man- 





28 Edward Baptist, of Powhatan County, was a member of the Union 
Society in 1811. In 1813 he took his A. B. degree, and in 1820 took 
his master’s degree, at which time he was known as “The Rev. Edward 
Baptist.” He studied theology at Hampden-Sydney under Dr. Hoge, 
but was doubtless a minister of the Baptist Church. He conducted a 
classical school in Powhatan County and has been accounted one of the 
founders of Richmond College. Removed to Alabama in 1838, where 
he died in 1863. He married a sister of Judge Miles Cary Eggleston, 
of Amelia County. (Dictionary of Biography Hampden-Sydney, p. 234.) 

29 William Randolph (b. 1769), son of Thomas Mann Randolph, mar- 
ried 1794 Lucy Bolling Randolph, daughter of Beverley Randolph, of 
Cumberland County. (Valentine Papers, Vol III, p. 1338.) 

80 John Pemberton is named in a deed executed in King William 
County, 1821, by Wilson C. Pemberton and Wealthia, his wife. (Wil- 
liam and Mary, 2nd Series, Vol. VI, p. 280.) 
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agement of the Plantation at $250 pr. Annum. Sent my car- 
riage to the Courthouse according to appointment, and it re- 
turned with Miss Hull and Mary Harrison, her vacation having 
closed today. 

The Month has been propitious te the Farmers, the Rains of 
the 24th, etc., having come in time for the Corn, which had suf- 
fered a little, but had not began to burn, and it was in good 
time for tobo., both crops having been in a rapid state of im- 
provement since, and we have passed it very agreeably, in visit- 
ing those whom we may esteem as our Friends. 


AUGUST. Rains 17, Gust 25-2 

1. Threshing Wheat, finished at this place. Went to Dr. 
Vaughan’s and purchased 110 Bushells Beardless Wheat from 
him to sow, he did not recomend it very highly but on exami- 
nation I found it very good, and it being a hard matter to get 
anything from him as payment of his debt, I did not hesitate. 
Alexr. Payne eldest son of my worthy friend Spotswood died 
last night of a bilious Fever. Albert Royall spent the day with 
us. 

2. All hands engaged in toping, worming and suckering 
tobo. which had been delayed in consequence of our wish to 
finish threshing our short crop of Wheat. 

Philip Cocke came on a visit to Thomas. 

3.-4. Ditto. Mr. Crozet the Engineer of the State break- 
fasted with us, on his way down the river having explored it 
this summer, with a view to its improvement by a Lock and 
Dam navagation instead of a continued canal. P. Cocke left us. 


Threshing Wheat, finished the Pocahontas crop on the 3d 
by hauling and threshing the last day’s work to this place, the 
Band having given way, and not intending to use that machine 
again, did not procure another. 

5. Henry got violently hurt by a fall from a colt Thomas is 
breaking, being almost speechless for some time, and his situa- 
tion so alarming as to induce me to send for Dr. Watkins, in 
the mean time I bled him and he had got much better before 
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the Dr. arrived, and it turned out that his fall was owing to 
his being drunk, which we did not know. 

6. My Teams employed in hauling the Sills, Logs and 
Shingles for a new tobo. house, ballance of hands in tobo. H. 
Dandridge came with Thos. in the evening, who had gone home 
with the Dr. last evening. 

7. Dr. Watkins came and we had a settlement of our accts., 
2% years of medical against me, 2% years Blacksmiths accts., 
against him, the balance in my favour $266, which he paid. 
John Pemberton came to dinner on his way to Th. Garland’s 
wedding, this being the day appointed for him to marry Miss 
Jane Taylor (Courthouse), but he was sick, and the matter 
postponed. H. Dandridge** went home. 


8. Egg Plumb, gathered the last from a small young tree 
in my garden which has afforded an abundant supply, first to 
stew, in which way we began to use them early in July, and 
since to preserve and eat, besides sending some to Mrs. Harri- 
son, Watkins, Payne and Ann. 

9. Efford Bentley** now Chief Clerk in Hall Neilson’s Store 
in Richmond spent the day with us, rode over my crops here 
and at P. together. 

10. Seed Oats, Threshed at this place. Went to the Island 
accompanied by Thomas. Threshing wheat suspended to go 
over the tobo. which is as promising as I have ever had it at 
this time. Called at Wares, not having seen my little Mary 
for a long time; thence to Tarlton Fleming’s, and rode over his 
crop with him, and find his propensity to braging and lyeing 
increasing daily. Dined there with Richard Swann and Mr. 
Bell ; returned to Wares in the afternoon. Ann accompanied us 
part of the way on horseback in the evening. 





31H. Dandridge was probably the Harry Bolling Dandridge, son of 
Nathaniel West Dandridge (1771-1847) and Martha Fountaine Dan- 
dridge, his wife (1781-1845), of King and Queen County, who was the 
niece of Patrick Henry. (William and Mary, Vol. V, p. 82; Bolling 
Book, p. 36.) 

32Efford Bolling Bently, son of Efford Bently and Elizabeth Gay, 
married Lucy W., daughter of William Byrd Chamberlayne. (Poca- 
hontas and Her Descendants, pp. 51.) 
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11. Sally, another of our valuable domestic servants died 
this morning of what Dr. Vaughan calls mesenteric fever, which 
makes five likely and useful females within 2 years that we 
have lost. She was George’s youngest child aged. Drove the 
females of my family except Mary R. in my carriage to Wares 
in the evening. Mrs. Fleming also spent the evening there. 

12. General Cocke came in the evening and staid all night. 

13. He left us for Richmond and Brunswick. Albert and 
my bro. then set out on a trip to Charlottesville, etc. 

Tobo. house ; commenced raising a double pen tobo. house in- 
tended to cure and then pack and prize tobo. in, near the foot 
of the hill left of the road to the River. 

14. Thomas and I went to the Courthouse in the Phaeton 
to see a pair of carriage horses Taylor has for sale, but neither 
of them were at home. 

15. Engaged in superintending my business, particularly at 
Pocahontas, where in consequence of my having discontinued 
Hicks for the next year, he appears neglectful and indifferent 
as to everything except the tobo. A light shower. 

17. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Harrison** and Family came to 
dinner from Ware’s. Rain, a fine and very acceptable shower. 
Received 10 Bushells N. York White Flint Wheat from Arch’d 
Harrison for seed, for which I paid his brother $10 for him. 

18. Mr. and Mrs. H. left us. Went to the Island accom- 
panied by Thomas. Brooks worming and suckering tobo. with 
all hands which at this season of the year is the burden of the 
planter’s song. Came to Ware’s to dinner, where all my family 
had assembled. 

19. Mr. Utz,’ of Cartersville, and Henry Dandridge came 





33 Thomas Harrison, son of Randolph Harrison, of “Clifton,” and 
Mary Randolph, his wife, of “Dungeness,” was born at Clifton Feb. 
27, 1791, married Dec. 2, 1812, at Cartersville, Va., Elizabeth Cunning- 
ham He lived at “Dover,” Goochland County, and died there Nov. 
2, 1833. (Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. XXXVII, 
p. 178.) 

34 Referring to the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 
Vol. XII, 350, we find that the Utz family was one of the second colony 
which came to Germanna in 1717. On April 23, 1724, a Council Order 
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in the evening on their way to court, and staid all night. Ann 
and her family came in the morning. Rain at night. 


20. NEW COURTHOUSE, was this day received by Wm. 
Miller,*> G. Woodson Payne and myself as Commissioners for 
the County, an elegant and excellent building erected by Dab- 
ney, Cosby & Valentine Parish at the price of $ , and 
the Court sat in it (myself presiding) for the first time. At- 
tended the Vestry which agreed that Mr. Lee should discontinue 
preaching at Licking-hole Church, and preach at Sapony*® 





refers to a petition of Zerichias Fleishman and George Utz representing 
themselves “and fourteen other high Germans.” (Virginia Magazine, 
Vol. XIII, 364.) A Mr. Utz married a daughter of Frederick James 
and Anne Dandridge. (Pocahontas and Her Descendants, p. 46.) 

35 William Miller was the fourth County Clerk of Goochland County 
serving from 1791 to 1846, a term of fifty-six years. He was succeeded 
by his son, Narcissus W. Miller, who served from 1846 to 1868, and 
he in turn was succeeded by his son, William Miller, Jr., who held this 
ofice from 1868 to 1887, nineteen years. This includes two years, 1868- 
1869, when Mr. Miller was the acting clerk for a Military appointee, 
who was too ignorant to attend to the business of the office and who 
could scarcely write his name. These three Millers, father, son and 
grandson, successively held the office of County Clerk for about one 
hundred years, and the office has again been filled for many years by 
another member of the family, Mr. Peter Miller. 


36 We are indebted to Judge Edwin P. Cox for the following: 

“There was a church known as Sapponey Church, situated in the 
southwestern part of Chesterfield County. The first memorandum I 
have of this church is of a deed dated April 5, 1771, D. B. 6, page 315, 
from James Rudd to Robert Kennon and Seth Ward, church wardens 
of Dale Parish, conveying two acres adjacent to the plantation Rudd 
lives on on the waters of Sapponey Creek, including Salem Church, 
otherwise known as Sapponey Church, and adjoining a spring. This 
shows there was a church here prior to 1771 and evidently this is the 
church referred to as Saxony Church. There is in the possession of 
Mrs. Martin Johnson, of Subletts, Powhatan County, the only register 
I know in existence of this church, the first date therein is about 1837. 
This register shows that the rectors of this church were the Rev. Mr. 
Berkley, who afterwards was rector of the Grub Hill Church, and the 
Rev. A. B. Tizzard, who became rector October 1, 1847, and was the 
last rector and kept the above register. The location of the church 
was changed in 1851 when William E. Blankenship and Elizabeth, his 
wife, by deed dated June 19, 1851, recorded D. B. 39, page 354, con- 
veyed to Thos. O. Blankenship and Richard H. Tatum, trustees, one 
acre on Bevil’s Bridge Road for a new church. 

A description of old Sapponey Church may be found in My Confed- 
erate Girlhood, Memoirs of Kate Cox Logan, 1932, pages 19 and 20. 
There was nothing to mark the site of Sapponey Church about forty 
years ago except a few old brick. The road on which the church 
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Church in Chesterfield and our Courthouse in lieu thereof. Most 





fronted was known as Sapponey or Church Road; on eastern part of 
this road was Hebron Church, a Methodist church, dating from the 
early part of the nineteenth century, and on the western end of said 
road, where it entered the Goode’s Bridge Road from Richmond, was 
the Zoar Baptist Church, established about 1790. All of these church 
buildings have been abandoned. The church on Bevil’s Bridge Road 
was in 1871 moved to Clover Hill, see D. B. 54, page 355, deed from 
Clover Hill Railroad Company by T. M. Logan, president, November 
11, 1871, to James H. Cox, George M. Wilson and R. P. Grymes, trus- 
tees, Protestant Episcopal Church at Clover Hill, known as Trinity. 
Some of the timbers of and furniture used in Trinity were from the 
old Sapponey Church, I have been told. Trinity Church was torn 
down about 1930 and the timbers used in the construction of a stable. 
Faith founded on a manger caused these timbers to be hewn and squared 
and to a manger they returned when the injunction caused to be written 
by a member of the congregation of old Sapponey Church on the re- 
moval in 1851 was not obeyed: 
“Good man, spare that church, 
Touch not a single sill; 
In youth I worshipped there, 
There let me worship still.” 

So far as I know the above mentioned register kept by Mr. Tizzard 
is the oldest register of the Episcopal Church in Chesterfield county in 
existence. Meade’s Old Families and Churches refers to this church. 
Among the families attending this church were the Leighs and South- 
alls of Amelia, the Thweatts of Eppington, the family of Colonel Wil- 
liam R. Johnson, of Oakland, and others.” 

SAPPONA CHURCH 

In the report of Rev. A. B. Tizzard in the Virginia Diocesan Con- 
vention Journal of 1851 appears the following: 

“Owing to the inconvenient location of Sapona Church, as well as 
its uncomfortable condition, the Vestry deemed it advisable to erect a 
new church, more central to the congregation, more accessible, and 
better calculated from its position and construction to attract those 
who have hitherto been deprived of its services. It was finished and 
paid for in the month of June (i. e., 1850), neat, plain, and comfortable, 
painted within and without, capable of seating 170 persons, with a gal- 
lery set apart exclusively for servants. This church was constructed 
at a cost not exceeding $800.00.” (Convention Journal, 1851, p. 53.) 

The records at this point and elsewhere show that the “new church 
on a new location” was named Trinity Church and was in Dale Parish. 
The name Sappona Church after this date drops out of the convention 
records and Trinity Church takes its place. 

Bishop Johns reports in Convention Journal of 1852 that he conse- 
crated Trinity Church in Chesterfield on June 21, 1851. 

Mr. Tizzard spelled it with one “p,” but elsewhere in the record it 
is always spelled with two. Neon Me a different word from Sapony. 

G. MacLAREN BRYDON. 


This church must not be confounded with Sapony Church in Din- 
widdie County, to which Bishop Meade refers and which is mentioned 
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of old Mr. Arch’d Payne’s*’ personal property was this day 
sold under execution (or rather sacrificed) for the benefit of 
his brother Woodson, and son-in-law Ferguson, at which I 
bought a yearling Florizel Filly for $20, and Dr. Watkins a 2- 
year old Bussorah Filly at $9714, the only article that sold at 
a fair price! Mr. Lee came home with me, after calling at Dr. 
Vaughan’s to get out of a thunderstorm. Rain. 

21. Mr. Lee went to Amelia, Jane and Mary Harrison to 
the dancing school at Cartersville, Ann and her family in the 
carriage with them on a visit to Clifton and Wm. Randolph’s. 

22. Thomas sett off at sunrise on a trip to the Springs. 
I attended court, sat on the bench the whole day. Mr. Walder 
returned with me, and I dined and supped at 8 o’clock, having 
fasted from a breakfast with Thomas by candle light. 

23. Rode to Dr. Watkins’s with Mr. Walder, and returned 
thro’ Pocahontas, etc., where my business required my atten- 
tion. Ann returned from Clifton, etc., with the girls from 
the Dancing School at Cartersville, as did my Brother and 
Albert from their trip to Charlottesville. 

24. Cutting tobo. Made the first at this place in the River 
Lott, also at P. went to the Island, and returned to dinner. 

25. Wm. F. Carter breakfasted with us, and we went to 
Thomas Graves’s to take his wife’s relinquishment of Dower 
to his land, he having swallowed a comfortable little estate in 
the last three or four years. 


(To be continued ) 





in Ham Chamberlayne, Virginian, page 397, and in Bristol Parish 
Vestry Book, pp. 25, 33, 49. 

37 Col. John Payne, of Goochland County, had by his first wife, whose 
name is unknown, a son, Archer Payne (born 1748), of “Newmarket,” 
Goochland County. Col. Payne married, secondly, Jane (Smith) Chi- 
chester and had by her a son, George Woodson Payne, born Oct. 9, 
1767. (Woodson Book, pp. 73, 74.) Archer Payne had a daughter, 
Jane Payne, who married as her second husband James B. Ferguson. 
(Pocahontas and Her Descendants, pp. 35, 39.) 
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DUNMORE COUNTY* 





At a Meeting of the Freeholders of Dunmore County on 
Tuesday the Tenth day of January 1775, the following Gen- 
tlemen were Elected a Committee agreeable to the resolves of 
the General Congress, Viz. Peter Muhlenburg, Francis Slaugh- 
ter, Jacob Holdman, Abraham Bowman, Taverner Beale, Lau- 
rence Snapp, Jonathan Clark, Jonathan Langdon, William Mil- 
ler, Michael Roder, Caleb Odell, Abraham Bird, Abraham 
Keller, George Keller, Joseph Watson, Henry Fravell, Fred- 
erick Stoner, Joseph Pugh, Henry Funk, Alexand' McChir, 
John Tipton, Henry Nelson, George Harrison, Cuthbert Har- 
rison and Edwin Young. 

And at a meeting of the said Committee on the same day at 
the house of Richard Campbell in Woodstock 

Present 
The Rev? Mr Peter Muhlenburg, Francis Slaughter, Taverner 
Beale, Abraham Bowman, Lau. Snapp, Jonathan Clark, 
Jonathan Langdon, Caleb Odell, Abraham Bird, George 
Keller, Joseph Watson, Frederick Stoner, Joseph Pugh, 
Alex Machir, John Tipton, George Harrison, Cuthbert 
Harrison & Edwin Young 

The Committee proceeded to the Nomination of a Chair- 
man, and the Rev? M: Peter Muhlenburg was accordingly 
Elected Nem. Con. 

Jonathan Clark is appointed Clerk of the Committee who 
is requested to act accordingly. 

Taverner Beale & Edwin Young ce* are desired to wait on 
the G* Mertchts in this Town to know what Powder they have 
on hand. 

W" Kenedy appeared before the Com. and informed them 
that he had on hand about 70 or 80 Ib of Powder on hand, 
his price 4 sh. 


* Published with consent of Krauth Memorial Library, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia. 
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W" M:Koy & James Carnagy appeared before the Com. 
and informed them that they had about 125 lb Powder each, 
their price 4 sh. 

W™ Kennedy, W™ M:Coy and James Carnagy are desired 
to produce the invoice of their Powder which they did accord- 
ingly, and it appears that W™ Kennedy’s Powder cost 18£ p C. 
William MsCoy 15£ and James Carnagy 16£ Pennsylvania 
Currency. Ord. that those Gentlemen deliver up the Powder 
in their hands to this Com. at the price of 3/6 p lb. 

Ordered that Edwin Young & Jonathan Clark be appointed 
to receive the Powder from the Merchants in this Town, and 
that the same be lodged in the hands of Jonathan Clark. 

Ord that the same persons receive of James Carnagy what 
Lead he has in his hands at 5d p Ib and that the same be lodged 
in the hands of Jonathan Clark. 

Ord that this Committee meet on Friday the 20th of this 
month at Woodstock. 

Peter Muhlenburg. 


The Depn of Alexander McChir saith, that about four or 
five days ago, he was called into Philip Hoffman’s, by Mr. 
Wm. Holliday, after being there a short time, Mr. Holliday 
asked the Deponent what the Comittee of Dunmore Intended 
to do with his Tea. The Deponent answered he did not know, 
but what was he going to do with it; Mr. Holliday reply’d, to 
sell to the first of March agreeable to the sense of the generall 
Association, let the Comittees do as they pleased, and if the 
Comittee should Medd’> in the Matter, he would Advertize 
them, in that the Deponent told him that he had been in Com- 
pany with three of the Members of the Fred: Comittee, & 
that they exclaimed much agt him, for Sending his Tea to 
Dunmore for Sale, as he had made Oath that he should neither 
Sell Tea or use it. Mr. Holliday Answered, the purport of 
that Oath extended no further than Fred: County, & Since 
that it was voted by a majority of their Comittee, that He & 
Mr. Doudell might sell Tea, but that a Dispute Arising in the 
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Comittee, they withdrew their Motion. The Deponent then 
told him, that it was for his own Interest, as Mr. Thruston 
protested he would not deal with him, if he did not withdraw 
his motion. His Answer was, he did not regard Mr. Thruston 
he had got but little of his Money except 20£ he had of him 
Last Summer for goods, he got him to send to Philada for 
That He was Independent of the great Men, the best part of 
whose Custom was to run in Debt. and let a Man lay out of 
his Money a Year & a half 





February the 7th 
1775 Alex McChir 





DUNMORE CORRECTION 


In the article in the April Magazine on the First Independent Com- 
pany of Dunmore we wish to make the following corrections: 


18. James Carnegy. 
28. Alexdr McChir. 
34. Burr Harrison, Jr. 
72. Walter Newman. 
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LETTERS FROM OLD TRUNKS 





LETTER To Cot. JAMES P. MARSHALL WRITTEN FROM CHARLOTTE C, H. 


Nov. 30, 1847. 
Dear Pa. 


I put a postcript to you in Tom’s letter to William a day or two 
ago but in the event of your not receiving it I will recount what I 
there stated. 

Well! You left gathering corn which was finished soon after you 
left filling both houses and no more, but I suppose is a plenty for your 
plantation say, 320 barrels. We then went on planting the Tobacco 
land, all of which is finished, that is the lot on the right of the road 
in front of the house (I believe I stated on the left in the other letter) 
and also the one on the left of the road beyond the Granary. Which is 
too little and I shall add to it unless otherwise advised. We have been 
plowing corn land about three days and shrubbed a part of the balance. 
Cleaned and put in hogshead about 200 bushels of wheat (I suppose 
100 to be in chaff) and cut some wood. This is about the amount of 
the plantation matters. 

Tunstall was unanimously elected President of the R & D R. R. 
Co. Witcher, Lewis E. Harvey [Harvie] of Amelia, Ghifford, of 
Chesterfield & Lancaster & Davenport, of Richmond, directors. We 
tried to get Dennis for this County but could not succeed. The “direct 
and most eligible route” is to be the line. The meeting of stockholders 
was large and quite interesting but no very fine speaking. There is 
no news of interest. Mr. Daniel’s land was bought by Capt. Shep- 
person at $10.25 pr acre. I went there to buy a horse but they were 
too high. I bought a four horse waggon for $49.50, quite old and the 
body somewhat broken but it entirely sufficient at present for your 


purposes. 
I am 
Your aff. son 
Joel W. Marshall 
( Addressed : 
Col. James P. Marshall, 
Pulaski, Tenn.) 
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Letrer To Cot. JAMES P. MARSHALL WRITTEN FROM CHARLOTTE 
Court House 


Charlotte Co. Ho. Decr. 7th, 1847. 
Dear Pa. 

Your letters from Nashville, three of them, have safely come to 
hand; at the same time we received one from William, so at this time 
we are pretty well apprized of your movements. William’s letter was 
more encouraging as to the price of negroes than any accounts we 
have had. He stated that six hundred dollars had been offered for 
Richard and was refused, that they were higher than when Mr. Bugg 
was there last spring, if this turn out to be true, you will not lose by 
your trip. We are all anxious to hear as you progress, and hope there- 
fore that you will write at each important step. 

I have written to you through Ma’s and Tom’s letters, how your 
plantation affairs go on. If I could devote more time to it, from my 
business, I flatter myself that I could hasten the work somewhat. Clark 
is like allmost all young overseers deficient in forecast, and not quite 


prompt and energetic enough for such a business as yours; but I have 
had no reason to complain as yet. He seems very attentive to the plan- 


tation, is allways there, and disposed to do whatever is directed. I think 
when you come home, you will send him to the quarter to live, the loss 
of time in coming to his meals is very great, but then it suits me much 
better, as I can see him oftener. He is quite forward in ploughing two 
ploughs constantly going. I have made out thus far without buying a 
horse. Dr. Gaines has swoped his mare for a good work horse which 
Sam works with Charly, so we have those four other horses for the 
plough. I wrote before that I had bought a wagon. The wheat 
turns out better than I expected. We have cleaned 400 bushels which 
will be in market shortly, the price has advanced a little. I was of- 
fered one dollar yesterday which I refused, because I wanted to get 
the benefit of the rise. I shall sell it shortly. The hogs are better than 
I expected. Killed about half, averaged 158 Ibs, the remaining half 
will go to 175 Ibs. 

I have not worked Janice yet, have had no use for her and I thought 
that the colt would be so much benefitted. I have not weaned it yet. 
Your Cows & sheep look well. Col Carrington left his entire estate 
to Mrs. McPhail & Mrs. Dr. Carrington, equally divided, except a life 
interest in the home tract, to Mrs. Grigsby. there is to be no sale. 
The Mulbury Hill estate to McP—. Templeton to Dr. C— and the 
tract on Hice joining him. The bonds and money to be divided be- 
tween Dr. C. & McP. 

Yesterday (court day) Wm. O. Jordan & Hubbard Wilson had an 
affair which came very near to the scenes of Texas. Jordan held an 
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order on the Shff, which Rice Thomas had deposited in his hands to 
satisfy an execution & himself with Jno Gaines security. John, just 
before he started to Kentucky, paid off the whole, and directed Dr. G 
& Wilson to get the order from Jordan and receive the money. Jor- 
dan wanted to apply the amt. to a debt due Cardwell by Rice, and 
refused to give it up. A few blows ensued. J & W were separated. 
J went to the Tavern got a revolver, came out, walked up in a short 
distance of W— fired on him three times, but fortunately did no other 
injury than a slight wound on W’s side. They were bound over till 
Court, in the sum of $2000. The escape of W— and the crowd stand- 
ing around him is almost miraculous; the balls flew in many places 
without striking any body except W—, and McPhail’s horse in passing 
received one ball in the thigh. It was not known at the time that the 
magistrates had them before them that W— was struck, or they would 
have committed J— to jail. There was great excitement. 

Old uncle Caesar sends the following letter which you will find on 
the next page. I insert it here to save you the postage of a second 
letter when one will answer all purposes. The old man is very atten- 
tive to his matters, and every thing about the house. 


Your aff. — son 
J. W. M. 


Dear Master. 


How do you do? I have been right poorly for a day or two, had 
a pain in my head, but have not stoped a day since you have been away. 
I hope you will come back in a short time. All is going on very well, 
but not as well as if you were here. I dont expect to write any more, 
and I wish you to remsmber me to Liza Archer & Ann and afterwards 
to all the rest. I never expect to see them again but hope to hear from 
them. My old woman send all the howdys and good luck and hopes 
you will turn back as soon as you can. Tell Mas. William, I hope he 
wont remain out there but a very short time, the galls are all marrying 
very fast here. I dont want him to marry out there. I give my best 
respects and the old woman wishes to be remembered to him. Please 
read my letter to Liza and Archer. I never expect to see them again, 
but hope to meet them in heaven. Aunt Dasha the same. 

Now Master I know you have hope in Christ. I do prey you will 
lean on him. I have that in my prayers night and day, have Christ 
first and foremost. George has been sick for a day or two, but not 
much. Miss Nancy also & so have I but am better. I dont feel satis- 
fied as well as if you were at home but we are all doing well so far. 


Your Old Servant 
Caesar. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 





ARTHUR LEE 
Wanted—Information concerning last days, death and burial of Hon. 
Arthur Lee, who died at Urbanna, Va., December 12, 1792. 
Mrs. Lee, 
Hotel Powhatan, 
Washington, D. C. 





GRAHAM-FONTAINE 
Does some member of the Graham or Fontaine families, know the con- 
nection or relationship between these two families? 
If there was intermarriage, circa. 1800? 
The Graham family referred to lived at Port Republic, Rockingham 


Co., Va. 
Kindly notify, 
Miss Edmonia C. Wilkins 


Roanoke Rapids, 
Star Route, N. C. 





LIST OF THE OFFICERS AND FOUNDERS OF THE 
JAMESTOWN SOCIETY, FORMED MAY 14, 1936 


At a meeting held on Jamestown Island, Thursday, May 14, 1936, this 
Society was organized for the purpose of discovering and recording the 
names of all living descendants of those early settlers who made the 
great sacrifice to establish our English speaking nation; and to unite 
these descendants to honor the memory of their settler ancestors, to 
record their deeds, and to do homage to the birthplace of Virginia and 
the nation. It was further decided that because of the nature of their 
duties all Governors, Secretaries of State, Attorney Generals and Audi- 
tor Generals of the Colony, and Clerks and Deputy Clerks of the Gen- 
eral Court prior to 1700 shall be conclusively presumed to have had 
their domicile on the Island during their term of office. 

The officers chosen were: 

Governor, George C. Gregory. 

Secretary of State, Hon. John Garland Pollard. 

Treasurer, Miles Cary Johnston. 

Attorney General, Charles S. Marshall. 

Auditor General, Dr. Churchill G. Chamberlayne. 

Council: Dr. Richard Heath Dabney, Hon. Westmoreland Davis, Dr. 
John Stewart Bryan, Henry Watkins Ellerson, Hon. John Rutherfoord, 
William Macfarlane Jones, John H. Guy, J. Ambler Johnston, Lewis 
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Catlett Williams, Hon. John Garland Pollard, Robert W. Daniel and 
Dr. William H. Parker. 

The Society will hold annual meetings on Jamestown Island on the 
14th day of May. 





THE DAUGHTERS OF COLONEL WILLIAM RANDOLPH OF 
“TURKEY ISLAND,” AND TWO INFORMATIVE WILLS 


The date of birth of Mary Randolph, who married Captain William 
Stith,! has been frequently given as 1692, as also that of her sister, 
Elizabeth Randolph, who married Richard Bland, as 1695, and that she 
was the youngest child. Both of these dates must be erroneous, and 
the same criticism can be made of the birth dates of certain of their 
brothers. The marriage of Colonel William Randolph to Mary Isham 
has never been questioned, but the date has not been settled. His wife 
was the daughter of Henry and Katherine Isham, who lived at Ber- 
muda Hundred, across the James River from “Turkey Island,” the Ran- 
dolph home. Mrs. Isham was the widow of Joseph Royall before the 
Isham marriage, and her maiden name was Banks. Henry Isham and 
his wife, Mrs. Katherine (Banks) Royall, had three children: 

1. Henry Isham, Jr., who never married. 

2. Mary Isham, who married Colonel William Randolph of “Turkey 
Island.” 

3. Ann Isham, who married Colonel Francis Eppes, 1659-January, 
1718-19, of Henrico and Charles City counties. 

Henry Isham, Jr., died before his mother, and left a will, dated No- 
vember 13, 1678, which was proved in Henrico county, February 1, 
1678-79, in which he left bequests: 

1. To his half-brother, Joseph Royall. 


2. To his mother, “my honoured mother Mrs. Katherine Isham.” 

3. To his sisters, Mary Randolph and Ann Epes. 

4. Rest of his estate in England and elsewhere to William Randolph 
(brother-in-law). 

Appoints as his executor William Randolph. 

This will proves the marriage of William Randolph and Mary Isham 
prior to November, 1678. 

The will? of Katherine Isham was dated August 10, 1686, and proved 
in Henrico county, in December, 1686. She died therefore between these 





1 Captain John Stith, given in Stith Manuscript, Virginia Public Li- 
brary, Richmond. 
2 Vir. Mag. Hist. & Biog., Vol. IV, October, 1896, pp. 123, 124. 
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dates. The will contains many items, of which only the following are 
given: 

1. Bequest £20 sterling to her grandson, William Randolph. 

2. Bequest to her grandson, Henry Randolph, and granddaughters, 
Elizabeth and Mary Randolph, each £5 sterling. 


3. Special bequests to her grandsons, Isham and Francis Epes. 


4. Special bequests and the residue of her money to her daughters, 
Mary Randolph and Ann Epes. 

The will proves that her daughter, Mary Isham, who married Colonel 
William Randolph of “Turkey Island,” was the mother of two sons 
and two daughters, the four born before August, 1686. Careful study 
of all the items of the will leads to the conclusion that Mrs. Isham 
remembered all of her living descendants as of August, 1686, by both 
the Royall and Isham marriages. It clearly proves the four Randolph 
grandchildren, viz.: William, Henry, Elizabeth and Mary, but it does 
not establish the order of their births. It is known that William was 
the oldest grandson and most probably Mary was the elder granddaugh- 
ter, though named second in the will, and this interpretation would 
accord with later genealogies. William was the elder, named for his 
father, and Henry was named for his maternal grandfather, Henry 
Isham, though he also bears the full name of his paternal grand-uncle, 
Henry Randolph. 

Mary Randolph, the elder daughter of her parents, named for her 
mother, and wrongly stated to have been born in 1692, married Captain 
William Stith (frequently given as John), and was the mother of: 

1. Rev. William Stith (1689-1755), who married in 1744 his cousin, 
Judith Randolph, daughter of Thomas Randolph of “Tuckahoe,” son 
of Colonel William and his wife, Judith Fleming. 

2. Captain John Stith, who married Mary Fleming, of “Rock Castle.” 

3. Mary Stith, who married Rev. William Dawson, of William and 
Mary College. 

Elizabeth Randolph, the younger daughter of her parents, married 
February 11, 1701, Colonel Richard Bland’ of “Westover” and “Jordan’s 
Point.” She therefore could not have been born in 1695. She was the 
second wife, the first being Mary Swann, who bore him six children, 
all died young. On account of the full Bland dates it is thought ad- 
visable to give the following: 

Colonel Richard Bland‘ was born at “Berkeley,” August 11, 1665 ; mar- 
ried, second, February 11, 1701, Elizabeth Randolph, and died April 10, 





3 Ibid: p. 163. 
4 William and Mary Quar., Vol. V, p. 157. 





17 
la 


Ss 
hav 
erfc 
and 
bars 


His: 


page 
17— 


26— 
32— 
33 
43— 
50— 











NOTES AND QUERIES 255 


1720. His wife died January 22, 1720, shortly after the birth of her 
lact child, Theodorick Bland, December 19, 1719. Issue: 

1. Mary Bland, born 1704; married Colonel Henry Lee, of “Lee’s 
Hall,” Potomac River. 

2. Elizabeth Bland, born 1706; married Colonel William Beverley, of 
“Blandfield,” Rappahannock River. 

3. Richard Bland, Williamsburg, born May 6, 1710, died October 26, 
1776; married, first, Anne Poythress, daughter of Peter Poythress of 
“Flowerdew Hundred,” and, second, Elizabeth Harrison. 

4. Anne Bland, born February 25, 1711; married Robert Munford, 
of Prince George county, as her first husband. He died in 1743 and 
she married, second, George Currie, who became the first clerk of Haii- 
fax County. Issue by the first marriage. 

5. Theodorick Bland, born December 19, 1719; married in 1738 
Frances Bolling, daughter and only child of Drury Bolling. Issue. 

Correspondence is solicited from Randolph, Stith and Bland descend- 
ants, and others interested, which may give adjustment to the birth 
years of the above Mary and Elizabeth Randolph to the wills as given. 


Wm. B. Hall, M. D., 
716 Pettus Street, 
Selma, Alabama. 





ADDITIONAL FOXALL-VAULX-ELLIOTT NOTES 


Since the publication of the Foxall-Vaulx-Elliott Notes the writers 
have received, through the courtesy of Mrs. J. G. Klemm, Jr., of Hav- 
erford, Pa., the baptismal records of the children of Ambrose Foxail 
and his wife, Mary; also those of Ambrose, the son, who married Bar- 
bara Waldren, and brother to John Foxall, the immigrant. 

Parish Register, St. Martin’s, Birmingham, Warwick, England (Penn. 
Histo. Society, Vol. II, p. 195). 

Ambrose Foxall m. Barbara Waldren, March 13, 1659. 


Christenings : 
page 
17—John, son of Ambrose, 13 Aug., 1660. 
22—Ambrose, son of Ambrose, 30 Aug., 1662. 
26—Abraham, son of Ambrose, 3 Ap., 1664. 
32—Joseph, son of Ambrose, 4 Ap., 1666. 
38—Wm., son of Ambrose, 26 Oct., 1667. 
43—Rebecca, dau. of Ambrose, 12 Aug., 1669. 
50—Mary, dau. of Ambrose, 2 Feb., 1671. 
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56—Eliz, dau. of Ambrose, 21 Jan., 1673-4. 
Reg.—Aston—juxta, Birmingham. 
37—Thos., son of John of Aston, 30 Ap., 1627. 
Ann, dau. of John of Aston, 29 Mch., 1629. 
62—John Foxall, buried, 25 Mch., 1637. 

(This John was probably father to John and William, whose wills 
are to be found in Vol. XXX, p. 39, Va. Mag. of Hist. & Biog., 
and grandfather of John Foxall, the emigrant, and Ambrose, his 
brother, who married Barbara Waldren.) 

230—Elizabeth, dau. of Ambrose Foxall, April 10, 1631. 
234—John, son of Ambrose Foxall, June 9, 1633. 
242—Ambrose, son of Ambrose Foxall, Jan. 8, 1636-7. 
253—Abraham, son of Ambrose Foxall, April 3, 1642. 
259—Sarah, dau. of Ambrose Foxall, Oct. 10, 1644. 

Deborah, dau. of Ambrose Foxall, Nov. 30, 1645. 

Through the kindness of Mr. George H. S. King, of Fredericksburg, 
Va., we have the birth date of Sarah Foxall, 1665, according to a de- 
position she made in 1736, at which time she stated that she was 71 
years of age. She married, first, John Elliott, Sr.; second, Andrew 


Monroe. 
Mary Hope West, 


Chevy Chase, Md. 
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GENEALOGY 





ANCESTORS OF PETER LE GRAND, THE BURGESS, 
PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY, VA. 





By Robert L. Haycock, Washington, D. C. 





The prominence of Peter Le Grand in the history of Prince Edward 
County, Va., during the Revolutionary War period, and his activities 
in the House of Burgesses, where he was associated with Washington, 
Jefferson, Henry, Mason, and others, have caused his descendants to 
be especially zealous in establishing correctly his antecedents. After 
considerable research in county seats of Southern Virginia records have 
been found revealing facts that seem to indicate that certain statements 
that have appeared in historical publications concerning the father of 
Peter Le Grand, the Burgess, are apparently incorrect. 

In the library of the University of Virginia is a compilation by 
Richard L. Maury, entitled “The Huguenots in Virginia.” On page 65 
he states: “On the 20th of September, 1700, arrives the second ship, 
the ‘Peter and Anthony,’ galley, of London, Daniel Perrean, commander, 
with 106 refugees, under the charge of Pastor Benjamin de Joux, who 
had been specially ordained in England to be the minister of the whole 
colony. Here is her passenger list—.” 

In the same library we find in “The Virginia Historical Collection,” 
Vol. 5, Huguenot Emigration to Virginia, pp. 22, 23, the same list as 
indicated above is referred to as follows: 

“Liste des personnes du second convoy qui serent toute L’annee a 
Manicanton”; and among the list the following, “Pierre Le Grand, sa 
femme, et Cing. enfans.” This statement follows: “His descendants 
in several generations followed the calling of Land Surveyors. They 
embrace many highly respected names. Peter Le Grand was the Bur- 
gess from Prince Edward Co.” (Page 47.) 

In the Encyclopedia of Biography, Virginia, Vol. I, p. 277, appears 
this statement: “Le Grand, Peter, came to Virginia with his wife and 
five children in 1700 and settled at ‘Manakinton,’ Goochland County. 
His will is recorded at the Courthouse and bears date February 12, 1736- 
1737. His son Peter was a burgess for Goochland County in 1758-1761, 
and for Prince Edward County in 1761-1765, 1766-1768, 1772-1774 and 
1775. He married Lucy Nash, daughter of Colonel John Nash, and 
was the father of Nash Le Grand.” 
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The above references lead us to infer that Peter Le Grand, the Bur- 
gess, was the son of Peter, the Huguenot refugee, whose family was 
with the colonists at Manican Town, Henrico County, in 1700, about 
twenty-five miles above Richmond on the James River. A thorougin 
comparison of wills, deeds, and court orders in several counties of south- 
ern Virginia shows that Peter, the Burgess, was not the son, but the 
grandson, of Pierre Le Grand, the emigrant. 


The record of the division of the estate of Peter Le Grand, of Gooch- 
land County, Va., who died in July, 1737, establishes more definitely 
than any other documentary evidence the line of descent in that family 
from Pierre, the Huguenot refugee, who emigrated to Virginia in 1700. 
Genealogists have known there were more than two Peter Le Grands 
among the French families in Henrico and Goochland counties between 
1700 and 1750, but could not clearly establish their relationship. For 
the sake of clarity in our discussion we shall refer to them as Peter (1), 
Peter (2), and Peter (3), and try to show that they were father, son 
and grandson. Thus we would indicate the actual parent of Peter (3), 
the Burgess. 

The will of Peter (2), Goochland County C. H., Will Book No. 3, 
p. 45, Feb. 12, 1736, bequeathed the home site to his son, John, after 
the death of his mother, Jane Michaux (he names his “brother,” Jacob 
Michaux, as executor) ; and provided further that the remainder of his 
land be divided among all of his children, including John. Deeds and 
court records at Cumberland C. H., formerly a part of Goochland, show 
that the division of the estate began in 1749 as these six children be- 
came of age. It seemed to be their purpose at the time to keep the 
land intact so that all of it might be acquired eventually by one man, 
John Netherland. Moreover, the first deeds merely gave the purchaser 
the right to certain sixths of the land which was not really subdivided 
until 1753 by order of the court. John Le Grand was probably the 
oldest child, the principle of primo-geniture being followed by Peter (2) 
in bequeathing the homestead to him. We cannot be ‘sure when he be- 
came of age. But he, and those of his brothers and sisters who began 
disposing of their right to sixths in 1749, must have been of age to take 
such legal action. Thus we may conclude that Peter (3) was born 
not much earlier than 1728. 


Note the following transfers of sixths beginning in 1749: 
Cumberland C. H., Deed Book 1, page 102: 

From Peter Le Grand (3) and John Le Grand on the one part, and 
John Netherland on the other. (They sell to Netherland “four several 
parts of 400 acres in six parts in Cumberland County, lately Goochland, 
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and granted to Peter Le Grand (2), deceased, by letters of patent dated 
Williamsburg, Sept. 28, 1730.”) This deed dated 1749. 


Witnesses: Paul Michaux Peter Le Grand (3) (Seal) 
John Cardwell John Le Grand (Seal) 


Note: The next item explains how John happened to possess three- 
sixths. 

Cumberland C. H., Deed Book 1, page 27: 

Abraham Le Grand, and Richard Cardwell and Susannah, his wife, 
to John Le Grand of Lunenburg, transfer their one-sixths of the 400 
acres. Dated July 24, 1749. 

Cumberland C. H., Deed Book 2, page 48: 

Alexander Le Grand transfers his one-sixth to Feter Le Grand (3). 
Dated, 1753. 

Note: Alexander is now of age. Old family Bibles of the Le Grand 
family show that Alexander was born in 1732. 

Cumberland C. H., Order Book 1: 

“James Le Grand, Infant Orphan of Peter Le Grand (2), deceased, 
with the approbation of the Court made choice of Alexander Le Grand 
as Guardian.” May court, 1753. 

Note: James at this time not of age. The next item finds him of 
age. 

Cumberland C. H., Deed Book 2, page 236: 

Peter (3) and James transfer the last of the sixths of their father’s 
land to John Netherland. (Peter (3) transfers the part he received 
from Alexander.) Dated March 25, 1755. 

Cumberland C, H., Order Book 1, page 139: 

Sheriff ordered to summon twelve freeholders to meet on the land of 
Peter Le Grand, deceased, and “lay off the land to said children.”—1753. 

It is clearly evident that these six children, one of whom was Peter, 
the Burgess, most of them becoming of age not many years before 
and after 1750, could not have been the children of Peter, the Hugue- 
not, five of whose children were born either in Holland or France prior 
to 1700. (See Encyclopedia of Biography, Virginia, Vol. I, page 277.) 
The above conclusion is confirmed also by a study of the court records 
of Jean Le Grand, who died 1731, and his brother Jacques, who died 
1716. These documents are quoted here in part. 

Goochland County C. H., Order Book No. 2, page 106: 

Catherine Le Grand comes into court and relinquishes her right to 
the administration of the estate of Jean Le Grand. John Fleming makes 
oath that Jean Le Grand, deceased, died without making any will so 
far as he knows. Fleming is granted letters of administration, and a 
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committee of three ordered to appraise the estate of Jean Le Grand-- 
May, 1731. 
Goochland County C. H., Order Book No. 2, page 127: 

Le Grand’s Orphans Bound—Jane, Magdalene and Judith Le Grand, 
orphans of Jean Le Grand, are ordered bound by the church wardens of 
St. James Parish to Peter Le Grand. June court, 1731. 

Records seem to show that Jean had another child, Elizabeth, born 
1729. This child probably died before 1731. (See Collection of Hugue- 
not Society, Vol. V, page 82.) 

In the State Library at Richmond among the old records of Henrico 
County may be seen the will of Jacques Le Grand, brother of Jean 
and Peter (2). 

The will begins: “In the name of God. Amen. I, James Le Grand, 
late of La Haye in holand, being the 20th of August 1716, in the Parish 
of King William, in the county of Henrico, visited with a violent sick- 


ness . . . . . . do make and ordayne this my last will and testi- 
ment ee 

Item, I give and bequeath to my dear brother, Jean Le Grand the 
half of one piece of land . . . . three hundred and sixty five acres. 


Item, I give and bequeath to my dear and well beloved wife Elizabeth 
Le Grand, the other half of the land, and the piece of land where I now 
live ao 
Item, I make and ordaine my said wife to be Executrix.” 

Records show that Pierre, the Huguenot, and his family came from 
La Haye, Holland, after having fled from France. This is evidently 
his son, as well as Jean. The records of the colony also show that 
a Marie Le Grand was married to Jean Canon, and that when Cath- 
erine Canon was baptized in 1700 the godfather and godmother were 
Pierre Le Grand and Catherine Canon. If Marie was a sister of Jean, 
James and Peter (2), at least four of the children of Peter (1) have 
been identified as the “cinq enfans” referred to above. (See “Col- 
lection of Huguenot Society,” Vol. I, pp. 60, 75.) 

In the Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. XI, p. 425, records are 
listed from the Vestry Bok of King William Parish, Va. Among the 
“tithables” over a period of years are found the following: 

Page 19—For 1714—Pierre Le Grand. 

Page 23—For 1714—Jacques Le Grand, Jean Le Grand. 

Page 23—For 1717—Pierre Le Grand, Jean Le Grand. (Jacques 

died in 1716. Pierre not named as a tithable after 1719.) 

Page 370—For 1726—Jean Le Grand. Also 1727 and 1728. 

Page 377—For 1730—Jean Le Grand. (Tithe: 1 bu. wheat, 10 Ibs. 

tobacco, 1 bu. maize.) Jean Le Grand died 1731. 
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The Pierre named above as not tithing after 1719 may have been 
Peter (1). His death may have occurred at about that time. No 
record has been found of his death. 

The documents cited seem to indicate that the children of Peter (1) 
were: Peter (2), Jean, Jacques and Marie. 

The children of Peter (2) were John, Peter (3), the Burgess, Abra- 
ham, Susannah, Alexander and James. In both generations we find 
Peter, James and John. : 

Note by the writer: The admirable piece of genealogical research, 
bringing together the proofs gathered from numerous and rather ob- 
scure sources as cited above, was the work of my sister, Mrs. Caroline 
Haycock Marshall, deceased. She was a descendant of Alexander Le 
Grand, 1732-1822. 


MATERNAL ANCESTRY OF PETER, THE BURGESS 


As indicated above, the mother of Peter, the Burgess, was Jane 
Michaux. Huguenot history and the history of the Cox family of 
Prince Edward County, Va., established Abraham Michaux as the father 
of Jane. This prominent Huguenot fled from France to Holland during 
the persecution and emigrated to Virginia after a brief stay in the West 
Indies. He married Susannah Rochet, daughter of a wealthy French 
Protestant of Sedan in the province of Champagne, France. One of the 
thrilling classics of Huguenot history is the story of the escape of Su- 
sannah Rochet into Holland. (See Baird’s History of Huguenot Emi- 
gration to America, Vol. II.) 





PARKER FAMILY OF THE EASTERN SHORE OF VIRGINIA 


In Volume VI, Va. Mag. Hist. & Biog., p. 412, et seq., Mrs. Rebecca 
Lloyd Post Shippen, of Baltimore, Md., includes a genealogy of numer- 
ous Parkers of the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and in Volume X, p. 
318, et seq., the late Thomas T. Upshur, of Northampton, made certain 
comments with reference thereto. The following, based on records in 
the clerk’s office at Accomac and the Parker family Bible, now in pos- 
session of Miss Sarah Taylor Parker, of Onancock, Accomack County, 
Va., may be of interest: 

Thomas Parker (1757-1819), an officer in the army during the Revo- 
lutionary War (Heitman, 317), as mentioned by Mr. Upshur, was a son 
of George Parker, Jr., and Ada Bagwell, his first wife, of “Popular 
Grove,” on Onancock creek. Thomas Parker married Elizabeth (b. 
1759), daughter of William and Anna Maria Hall Andrews, who lived 
at their plantation at the head of Nandua creek, about three-quarters of 
a mile from the village of Pungoteague. (Anna Maria was a daughter 
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of Colonel Thomas Hall, of the same section; she was twice married— 

before she was twenty-one years of age—her first husband having been 

Thomas Parker, by whom she had one child, Thomas Hall Parker. In 

1784 she deeded to said son certain property on Nandua creek. Thomas 

Hall Parker married Peggy, daughter of Thomas Jacob—will of Thomas 

Jacob, probated in Accomack County in 1796—and in the same year 

Thomas Hall Parker and Peggy, who were then living in Norfolk 

County, Va., made conveyance of certain land near Pungoteague.) 

Thomas Parker, son of George, Jr., and Ada, was a merchant at 

Pungoteague, for a while under the name of Parker & Gillet, and later 

Thomas and George Parker. In 1786 Thomas purchased from his 

brother-in-law, Robert Andrews, a tract of 250 acres in Hacks Neck, 

Accomack County, on the southern side of Taylor’s branch of Pungo- 

teague creek, and there Thomas is (according to Mr. Upshur) supposed 

to be buried, though no tombstone now marks his grave. This tract 
was named “Popular Grove,” by which it continues to be known. 

Thomas and Elizabeth Andrews Parker had ten children, of whom 
seven lived to be adults: 

1. Anna Maria, born 1782, who married Dr. Peter Hack, Jr. (1776- 
1821), of the community, son of George and Margaret Teackle 
Hack, asd brother of Frances, who married Dr. George Scherer, 
and of Elizabeth, who married Colonel Robert A. Jacob, of North- 
ampton, and of others who never married. 

Anna Maria and Peter had: 
(a) Thomas P. Hack, who in 1837 married Margaret Hack 
Scherer (1813-1855), his first cousin. She was a daugh- 
ter of Dr. George and Frances Hack Scherer. 


(b) George. 
(c) Adelaide, who in 1831 married John Asbury Ames, then or 
later of Baltimore. Anna Maria Parker Hack was “a 
woman of great dignity and influence.” 
2. William Andrews Parker (1787-1841), who was an eminent Eastern 
Shore attorney. In 1811 married Margaret A. Parramore. 


3. Elizabeth, born 1789; in 1824 she was married to Dr. Mease W. 
Smith, a well-known educator of his day, formerly of Washington, 
Pa., one of whose pupils, the late Professor McGuffey, was later 
a professor at the University of Virginia and author of a series 
of readers that were for many years used in the schools of Vir- 
ginia and elsewhere. Elizabeth Parker and Dr. Mease W. Smith, 
her husband, had: 


(a) Elizabeth, who married Meriwether. 
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(b) Virginia, who married French. 
(After the death of Elizabeth, his first wife, Dr. Smith 
married her first cousin, Mrs. Anna Maria Potter, 
daughter of William P. and Tabitha Andrews Moore.) 


4. James W., born 1791. In 1829 he was living in Columbus, Ohio. 
(Accomac County, Va., deed book, 1830-32, p. 464.) 


5. Lucy (1795-1818). On April 15, 1818, she was married to her first 
cousin, Dr. John Upshur (son of Littleton and Ann Parker Up- 
shur), of Northampton. (Dr. Upshur was a brother of Abel P. 
Upshur, Secretary of State in the cabinet of President Tyler.) 
Two weeks later she died, and eighteen days after her death her 
husband “sought relief in a voluntary death.” (A slab, on which 
is a lengthy and poetic inscription, said to have been composed by 
the said Abel P. Upshur, marks their graves in the Andrews 
graveyard near Pungoteague). 


6. Thomas (1799-1819). 


7. George (1800-1845), the last of the ten children born to Thomas 
and Elizabeth Andrews Parker, their second (George Bagwell), 
third (Lucinda) and seventh (Susannah), children, having died in 
infancy. In 1826 George married Sarah Ann D. Taylor (1807- 
1877), daughter of Thomas T. and Nancy Wharton Taylor, of 
“Mt. Wharton,” near Horntown, Accomack County. George and 
Sarah had: 

(a) James Horace Parker (1830-1887), who in 1861, in Har- 
ford County, Md., married Alice L. Lee, of that county. 
James H. and Alice L. Parker had at “Mt. Wharton”: 

(1) Otho Lee Parker (1862-1918), who at the time of 
his death and for many years prior thereto was 
cashier of the First National Bank of Onancock, 
Va. Otho L. Parker, in 1896, married Anna 
Byrd, of Salisbury, Md., and they had: 

Katherine Lee Parker, born 1901, who in 1926 
married Robert H. Scholl, an attorney, of 

Tenafly, N. J., where they reside. 

James Horace Parker married, secondly, in 1869, Annie 
Selby Gillet (1835-1906), sister of Judge John Wise Gil- 
let, of Accomac. James Horace and Annie Selby Parker 
had: 

(1) Henrietta Gillet Parker (1871-1891). 

(2) George Douglas Parker, born 1873, who, in 1912, 
married Kathleen McDowell, of Canada. He livess 
in Sydney, Australia. 
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(3) Sarah Taylor Parker, born 1877; lives in Onancock. 


(4) William James Parker (1878-1927). No issue. 

(b) Nancy Wharton Parker, daughter of George and Sarah Ann 
D. Taylor Parker (1833-1860) ; in 1855 she married David 
Coulling, and they had: 

(1) James Matthias Coulling, born 1856. 

(c) Maria Indiana Parker, daughter of George and Sarah Ann 
D. Taylor Parker (1834-1872); in 1852 she married 
Thomas T. G. Savage, and they had: 

(1) George Parker Savage, born 1853. 


(2) Paul Savage, born 1854. 





THE PENDLETON FAMILY 


By Mrs. Katherine Cox Gattschalk, Washington, D. C., and 
Major John Bailey Calvert Nicklin, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


(Continued from January Magazine) 





(66). Benjamin Pendleton, son of Philip and Martha (Hoomes) 
Pendleton, was born about 1780, and died ————. He 
married Catherine ’ 

Issue: 
(66a). I. Joseph Hoomes Pendleton, who married Sarah Hunley. 
II. Alice Pendleton, who married ————— Baylor. 

(66a). Joseph Hoomes Pendleton, son of Benjamin and Cath- 
erine Pendleton, was born Dec. 19, 1809, and died in 1848. 
He married, in 1834, Sarah Hunley. 

Issue: 
I. Henry Clay, who married Nannie Robinson. 
II. Richard, who married 
Issue: 

1. Richard Pendleton. 

2. John Pendleton. 

3. Henry Pendleton. 

4. Thomas Pendleton. 

5. Louis Baylor, who married and had 





42 Va. Mag., Vol. 5, p. 447 et seq. 
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Issue: 

(1). Nancy Amelia. 

(2). Eleanor. 
Philip Baylor Pendleton, son of Philip and Mary Ann 
(Fleet) Pendleton, was born about 1778 and died about 
1836. He married firstly, Mary Wood and secondly Re- 
becca Wood, her sister. 

Issue (by Ist marriage): 


I. Philip Baylor, who married Catherine Ann Pendleton. 


III. 


IV. 
V. 


(68). 


if 

E 

(68a). III. 
IV. 


. James, who married, Dec. 22, 1842, Virginia Campbell, 


daughter of Hugh Campbell of “Glenbairne”, Hanover 
County, Virginia, and Mary Hill, his wife, daughter of 
Captain William Fleet (1757-1833), of “Goshen”, King 
and Queen County, Virginia, by his wife, Sarah Browne 
(1776-1818), daughter of Bennett Browne, of “Hill Park”, 
in Essex County, Virginia. 


Issue: 
Mary Hugh. 
Virginius. 
James William. 
Walter. 
Tallulah. 
Sally Campbell. 
Susan Ellen, who married Charles Williams. 
Thomas. 
- Julian. 
Robinette, born June 21, 1822; died Dec. 9, 1905. She 
married on Oct. 22, 1840, Dr. Samuel Straughan Henley. 
He was born June 14, 1819, and died Jan. 4, 1884. 
Mary Catherine, who married Dr. William Todd. 
Pattie, who died young. 


CRN AMR WH 


George Macon Pendleton, son of Philip and Mary Ann 
(Fleet) Pendleton, was born 1790 and died July 30, 1866. 
He married, Nov. 6, 1816, Katherine Lipscomb (1799- 
1874). 

Issue: 
Adeline, who married Dr. Franklin Courtney. 
William Henry, who married Harriette Rainey. 
George Macon, who married Mary Anne Brown. 
Catherine Anne, who married, Nov. 10, 1846, her cousin, 
Philip Baylor Pendleton, Jr. (supra). 
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(69. 


(68a). 


(69). 


V. 
VI. 
VIL. 
VIII. 
IX. 
X. 


II. 
III. 
. Katherine Lipscomb. 
. Della. 

VI. 
VIL. 
VIII. 
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Issue: 

1. Isabella, born Oct. 23, 1847; died Oct. 31, 1886; mar- 
ried John Harris. 

2. Mary Catherine, born June 27, 1849; married, 1876, 
Alexander Gray Harrower. 

3. George Baylor, born Sept. 19, 1853; died Sept. 16, 1904. 
He married (1) Woody and (2) Ruth Court- 
ney. 

4. Hyacinth, born May 12, 1851, and died Sept. 6, 1851. 

5. Lillian Gertrude, born Jan. 6, 1852, and died in June, 
1919. She married Brumby Martin. 

6. Philip Baylor, who married, May 6, 1880, Neenah 
Butler. 

Maria Louisa, who married William David Turner. 

John Baylor, who married Florence Johnson. 

Benjamin Fleet, who died in 1862. He married Ella Sale. 

Pompey, died in infancy. 

Edmund, died in infancy. 

Ella, born July 23, 1839; married, July 15, 1858, John 

Crawford Crump (1827-1889). 

George Macon Pendleton, Jr., son of George Macon and 

Katherine (Lipscomb) Pendleton, was born Dec. 27, 1825, 

and died March 27, 1907. He married Mary Anne Brown. 

Issue: 


. George Robert, born 1858; married Mary Elizabeth Rea- 


sons. 
Issue: 

1. Carl Macon. 

2. Grady Reasons. 

3. Mrytle. 

4. Hyatt Fleet. 

John Macon. 

Julia. 


Mary Emma. 

Lula Elizabeth. 

Mary Louisa, who married John Cates, of El Dorado, 
Arkansas. 

Philip Baylor Pendleton, son of Philip Baylor and Cath- 
erine Anne (Pendleton) Pendleton, was born in King and 
Queen County, Virginia, April 20, 1858, and died in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, Nov. 26, 1926. He married, May 6, 1880, 
Neenah Butler. 
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Issue: 
I. Ann Lamb, born Dec. 2, 1880; married Oct. 6, 1914, Eli 
August Miner. 
II. Virginia Butler, born Nov. 13, 1888; died Nov. 16, 1888. 
III. Philip Baylor, III, was born July 22, 1891; married April 
21, 1913, Marjoria Washington Marshall. 
Issue: 
1. Alvin Elwood, born Nov. 23, 1916. 
2. Bernard Carlisle, born April 26, 1920. 
IV. Oscar Ray, born Oct. 3, 1895; died March 11, 1898. 
V. Hunter Ashby, born Oct. 17, 1897; married, Dec. 9, 1922, 
Sarah Irving Shino. 
VI. Elsie Louise, born Nov. 13, 1901; married, Aug. 4, 1925, 
Garnett Jones Smither. 

(70). James Pendleton, son of Benjamin and Mary (Macon) 
Pendleton, was born Aug. 13, 1754, and died March 6, 
1815. He was a Captain of Artillery in the Revolutionary 
War. He married, Sept. 8, 1785, Elizabeth Peachey (1763- 
1837), the daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Webb) 
Peachey and the granddaughter of Captain Samuel Pea- 
chey (1699-1750), who married Winifred Griffin, daughter 
of Thomas Griffin (1684-1730), son of Col. LeRoy Griffin 
and Winifred Corbin (1662-1709), the daughter of Henry 
Corbin who married Alice Eltonhead. Captain James 
Pendleton lived at “Springfield Farm” in King and Queen 
County, Virginia, near Newtown. 


Issue: 
(71). I. Eliza, who married twice. 
(72). II. Mary Macon, who married twice. 


(73). III. Nancy, who married Col. Reuben Meriwether Garnett. 
IV. Charlotte, born May 20, 1793; died Aug. 22, 1793. 
V. John, born Dec. 16, 1794; died May 23, 1795. 
VI. James, born April 20, 1796; died April 30, 1796. 
VII. Martha, born Nov. 18, 1799; died Dec. 2, 1799. 

(71). Eliza Pendleton, oldest daughter of Captain James and 
Elizabeth (Peachey) Pendleton, was born Sept. 2, 1786, 
and married (1) Dec. 22, 1806, Musco Garnett (1784-1807) ; 
and married (2) on Dec. 1, 1808, Thomas Todd. 

Issue (by 2nd marriage): 


I. James Bernard Todd, born Sept. 28, 1809; died March 
17, 1813. 
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(73). 


(74). 


II. 


III. 


IV. 
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Elizabeth Ellen Todd, born Jan. 5, 1813; died May 8, 
1860. She married, June 16, 1831, John K. Garnett. 
Frances Ann Todd, born March 3, 1816; died Dec. 23, 
1861. She married, June 16, 1832, Thomas William Low- 
ry Fauntleroy. 

Mary Peachey Todd, born Jan. 11, 1819; died Oct. 13, 
1862. She married, June 15, 1837, Dr. George William 
Pollard. 


Mary Macon Pendleton, second daughter of Captain 
James and Elizabeth (Peachey) Pendleton, was born Oct. 
13, 1788. She married (1) April 5, 1804, Philip Gatewood, 
and married (2) William Boulware (d. 1870). 


Nancy Pendleton, third daughter of Captain James and 
Elizabeth (Peachey) Pendleton, was born April 11, 1791, 
and died in 1828. She married, Dec. 22, 1812, Col. Reu- 
ben Meriwether Garnett (1777-1847). 


Issue: 


I. Mary Susan Garnett, who married Benjamin F. Dew. 


. John Muscoe Garnett, born 1819; died 1855. He married, 


in 1845, Anne Elizabeth Hancock (1823-1892). 


Philip Pendleton, son of Philip and Elizabeth Pollard 
Pendleton, was born before 1728 and died after 1760. 
He removed to Buckingham County, Virginia. He mar- 
ried twice. The name of his first wife is unknown, but 
is said to have been Martha ————. His second wife 
was Spice Freeland, daughter of James and Priscilla 
Freeland of Albemarle County, Virginia.* This Philip 
Pendleton was said to have been a son of Henry Pen- 
dleton, who married Mary Taylor, and he was reputed to 
have had 15 children. If any Philip Pendleton really did 
have fifteen children it was probably this man who set- 
tled in Buckingham County, Virginia. He was of age and 
in this section of Virginia and married before 1753. His 
youngest son was Micajah Pendleton, born in 1758. Philip 
Pendleton died after 1760, and before 1798. Spice (Free- 
land) Pendleton was living 1801. 


* Will of James Freeland, Bk. 1, p. 13, Albemarle Co., Va., dated 
Sept. 23, 1753. Also will of Makel Freeland, son of James Freeland 
ao 2 See of Spice Freeland Pendleton, Bk. 1, p. 80, dated Jan. 
my sister, Spice—”. Hening’s Statutes at Large, Vol. II, p. 65, Chap. 
38. Amherst C. H. Va. Deed Bk. H, p. 136, Dec. 19, 1796; also p. 469. 


In this second will—“the children of Philip Pendleton by 
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Issue: 


(75). I. Elizabeth, who married Mace Freeland. 


(76). II. James. 
(77). III. John. 

IV. Benjamin. 
(78). V. Mace. 


VI. Mildred, who married John Harris. 
VII. Judith, who married John Cabell. 
(79). VIII. Micajah, who married twice. 


(To be continued) 





CHAMPE OF LAMBS CREEK 


(Continued) 





By W. B. McGroarty 








CHAMPE AGAIN 

There are many references to John? 
Champe of Lambs Creek in the public rec- 
ords of King George, Stafford, Essex and 
other counties on both sides of the Rappa- 
hannock river, prior to 1763, the year of his 
death, and for long after, which show that 
he was a man of large affairs, and of great 
he was appointed sheriff of King George in 
1731;25 Lieut. Colonel of the County in 
wealth, and that he was held in high honor; 
1752.26 

Col. John Champe was appointed one of 
the executors of the will of John Spots- 
wood,27 one of the second set of trustees of 
the town of Dumfries ;28 one of the trustees 
of the town of Falmouth ;29 appointed to set- 
tle the accounts of the militia in 1757; church 


warden, Lambs Creek Church, 1739 (Meade). 





25 QO. B. 1721-34, p. 556. 


260. B. 1751, pp. 65, 96. 


27 Hen., 7-327. 
28 Hen., 7-427. 
29 Hen., 6-282; 7-121. 
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Col. John! Champe was at all times on terms of intimacy with Wash- 
ington; they were born in the same county, one in circa, 1700, the other 
in 1732. Washington’s busy life precluded the possibility, in his youth- 
ful years, of intimate personal association no doubt, but the “tie that 
binds” was not wanting between them. 


CoLoNEL WASHINGTON AND COLONEL CHAMPE 

It is apparent that in Westmoreland County there was recognition 
of the fact that Colonel Champe stood in a more intimate relation with 
Washington than might be expected of casual friends or neighbors. 
Certain letters to be found amongst the Washington papers?9 may be 
quoted to make clear this point; also they will prove of interest to all 
who derive from Col. John Champe. 

LETTER JORDAN TO CHAMPE 
SIR. 

As Captain Brockenbrough’s confusion at parting with his son pre- 
vented his writing have this to request yr interest in Favor of this 
young Adventurer (and so from the most truly noble and laudable mo- 
tives) with Coll. Washington 

I Am 
Dear Sir 
Yr Most Hb! Serv'’t, 
W. Jordan. 

30 Sept 1755 

to Coll. John Champe, 

Lambs Creek 

by favor of 

Wm. Brockenbrough. 

LetrER CHAMPE TO WASHINGTON 


Sir ; 30 Sept 1755. 

I am again solicited to write you in favour of the bearer, Mr. 
Brockenbrough, and in hopes his modest behavior will recommend him; 
his circumstances are such that nothing but a view to serving his 
country could induce him to this undertaking. Your protection, so 
far as it is right and justifiable will extremely oblige 

Dear Sir, 
Yr Most Obdnt 
John Champe. 


To Coll. Washington 





30 Library Congress, Washington. 
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LETTER TAYLOE TO CHAMPE 
Dear Sir; 

As I have but a slight acquaintance with Coll. Washington, must 
ask the favor of you to recommend John Sallard the bearer to his 
favor — he is the brother of my Stewart. I have wrote to Captain 
Woodward in his favor. 

I am 

Dr Sir, 

Your Affec’t Frd & Ob’d 
John Tayloe. 
Sept 29 1755 
to Col. John Champe. 
LETTER CHAMPE TO WASHINGTON 

Sir; 

Youl observe by the enclosed what is requested of me. I know noth- 
ing of the Bearer but can safely say that Col. Tayloe is a gentleman 
of Great Honour & presume must know something of the man, there- 
fore I am in hopes his own behaveour will be the only recommenda- 
tion, & am 

Sir 
Your most Obed’t hum. Servt 
John Champe 
to Coll. Washington 
Sept 30 1755 

Endorsed, “From Col. John Champe, 30 Sept 1755, enclosing letter 

from J. Tayloe to himself.” 


The confusion of Captain Brockenbrough referred to in the Jordan 
letter, is fully explained in another letter written same day, and ad- 
dressed by Captain Brockenbrough to Col. Washington. 


LETTER BROCKENBROUGH TO WASHINGTON 


Richmond, the 29th of Sept. 1755. 
Dear Coll. Washington ;— 


The parental feeling I have at parting with a dutiful Son I hope 
will be some apoligie for my troubling you with this Epistle, his great 
inclination to go into the Army and the friends he has got & the favours 
he has received made it quite agreeable to his going. But I am afraid 
as he’s young and knowing little of the world or mankind that he’d be 
more lyable to Errors. But, dr Sir if I could but prevail on you to 
favour him with a look now and then & if you find him inclined to 
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do amiss that you would spare him one word of Advice, and in case 
of sickness that you would just see him & give him a word of Com- 
fort for fear of his Spirit Fall’g then I should be entirely easie, and 
I am sure a word from you at those times would do wonders with him. 

He now comes up to inform you that he has tryed every place where 
there was the least liklyhood of getting recruits, but to little purpose, 
for the people are deaf to Reason persuasion & even interest for his 
friends had got two pistoles to give every man besides what he would 
give himself in short they are determined not to go till they are forced 
and wn it comes to that I cant help dreading the consequences, th’ I 
really believe that if the Law was put in Ex’n that several would then 
take the money freely, but they wont believe there is such a Law; my 
son listed at first two pretty young fellows, his neighbors as Recruit- 
ing Sergeants & that it would be some encouragement to others but 
nothing will do. I really believe these young Fellows, Vist., Wm. 
Stuart Packet & John Sallard are deserving Fellows & only want to be 
just above the common soldier which I hope they will if you think 
they deserve it. As it is impossible to get his full compliment of men 
by recruiting he comes up for your orders but is desirous of staying to 
be informed and make himself perfect in his Duty as Lieutenant and 
when the Law is put in Ex’n we have in the neighborhood young men 
eno’ which he is to have directly. 

There is one favor more I have to beg and then have done; he has 
a great desire to be under Captain Henry Woodward and if it suits 
I should be highly pleased. 

May the Almighty direct and enable you to drive these merciless 
Savages out of our once happy Country and force them to a lasting 
peace that may be to the Glory of God & honour of ye King and 
Country & Eternal satisfaction & happiness to yr self; these are, and 
shall be the sincere prayers of yr most humble Ser’t, 

Wm. Brockenbrough 


This letter is endorsed, “From Wm. Brockenbrough, 29 Sept 1755.” 


These letters, if they do nothing more, clearly demonstrate the truly 
remarkable degree of respect and veneration in which Washington was 
held even at that early period of his career; one can scarcely realize 
that they were addressed to a youth of twenty-three by men who had 
known him all his life and who were more than twice his age. Col- 
onel John Tayloe, of Mount Airy, was a very important personage 
and any communication from him addressed to Washington would have 
received Washington's attention; although Colonel Tayloe was fully 
aware of this, he yet preferred to reach him through Colonel Champe. 


Having introduced the letters into our narrative a few words of 
clarification may not be considered amiss; Washington’s first notable 
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adventure was his perilous trip to the Ohio Country in the winter of 
1753-54, followed later in the latter year by the Great Meadows cam- 
paign, and in the summer of 1755, by the Braddock debacle which, 
while it chilled the hearts of the colonists and filled their minds with 
fear of the ultimate results, automatically, it might be said, directed 
their attention to Washington, who was recognized not only as a colonial 
hero, but as one possessing a personality that had stirred the pulse of the 
English-speaking world. 

The defeat of Braddock was the signal for the harrassment of the 
frontiers by the all-too-ready Indians; quick steps were taken by Vir- 
ginia to meet this menace and while Washington was still recuperating, 
at Mount Vernon, he was, on August 14, 1755, commissioned Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Virginia forces, which were set at one thousand 
men, to be divided into sixteen companies. Recruiting began in all 
of the counties. 

It was to this youthful Commander-in-Chief that the letters here 
presented were addressed. It is interesting to note the whereabout of 
Washington, and what he was doing, on the dates in question. Im- 
mediately upon receipts of his commission, Washington proceeded to 
visit all of the outposts of the colony, and he moved rapidly; on Sep- 
tember 9th he was in Aiexandria, on the 14th at Winchester, on the 
24th (having visited Cumberland on the way), he was at Fort Din- 
widdie, and on October 2nd, back again in Alexandria, from which 
point he wrote to Gov. Dinwiddie that “there are seventy recruits at 
Fredericksburg and twenty five at Alexandria.” 

The French and Indian War, of which we have seen the beginning, 
lasted three years, and ended with the capture of Fort Duquesne in 
November, 1758. In the last week in December of that year Wash- 
ington resigned his commission, was married January 6, 1759, and re- 
tired to Mount Vernon; he was there on January 6, 1760, on which 
date he* records in his diary that Mrs. Washington has the measles, 
and that her sister, Mrs. Burwell Bassett, who is visiting her has ar- 
ranged to meet her husband in Port Royal on the 14th inst. Wash- 
ington accompanies her to Port Royal, and on the following day be- 
gins his return trip, accompanied part of the way by the Rev. Mr. 
Gibourne. Crossing over to King George County they soon reached 
“Cleve”, the Carter plantation, where they stopped to dine; then, quoting 
the Diary: 

“In the evening reached Col. Champe’s; several gentlemen dined with 
us at Col. Carter’s (neighbors of his) but we spent a very lonesome 
Evening at Col. Champe’s, not any Body favoring us with their com- 
pany but himself. I parted with Mr. Gibourne [the next morning] 
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leaving Col. Champe’s before the family was stirring... .”3! 

Speculation as to why the family did not appear during the evening 
would be, of course, unavailing; any one of a dozen logical and par- 
donable reasons suggest themselves; but why three gentlemen of the 
standing of these three could not find mutual entertainment in each 
other’s society for a few hours is not so apparent; however, as the 
matter stands the implication is that Colonel Champe lacked something 
of the social charm that marks the ideal host—at least upon this oc- 
casion. 

The will of Colonel John Champe, which is quoted in full, is re- 
corded in Will Book No. 1, King George County, page 154. 


WILL oF JOHN CHAMPE OF LAMB’s CREEK 


IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN; 


I, John Champe being in perfect health and of sound Sence and 
memory do make and ordain this my last Will and Testament, in man- 
ner & form following first and principally I recommend my Soul to 
Almighty God and my body to the Earth to be intered decently at the 
Discretion of my Executors hereafter named. 

My Will is that my son William Champe have all of my lands in 
King George county next below Poplar Swamp together with my old 
Mill &c., to him and his heirs lawfully begotten forever together with 
twenty slaves or Negroes to be part of those now working on the 
said land and all of the stock of every kind on the said lands at the 
time of my death and I also give unto my son John Champe Jr. all 
the remaining part of the lands in King George next above Poplar 
Swamp together with the Plantation I now live on to him and his 
heirs lawfully begotten forever together with twenty Slaves and all 
of the stock of every kind that shall be on the said lands at the time 
of my death. And all the rest of my Negroes in King George County 
to be in possession of my wife during her life and after her death I 
desire they may be divided between my said son William Champe and 
John Champe as also all my household furniture to be equally divided 
between my two sons and if either my sons should die without issue 
my will is that the whole go to the survivor and they both die with- 
out issue lawfully begotten then my will is after my wife’s death that 
the lands be sold and the money arising therefrom be equally divided 
between my daughters then living and their heirs forever my will is 
that all my lands in Prince William County and Slaves be equally de- 
vided after my wifes death between my sons William Champe and 





31 George Washington’s Diaries (edited by Dr. John C. Fitzpatrick), 
p. 114, Vol. 1. 
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John Champe under the same limitations on my lands [as] are given 
in King George County. 

My Will is further that my lotts in Dumfries I give to my son John 
Champe and his heirs forever over and above his full Moity of all my 
other lands in Prince William County before mentioned. My Will is 
that my Executors pay out of my estate to each of my daughters Lucy 
Champe and Elizabeth Champe in six months after marriage or when 
they arrive to twenty one years the full sum of eight hundred pounds 
current money and to each of my granddaughters living at the time 
of my death one hundred pounds and should either of my daughters, 
Lucy or Betty die before marriage or before they come of age of 
twenty one years then my will is that their legacy before mentioned 
be divided between my granddaughters living at such time of the death 
of one or both of my daughters Lucy or Betty, my will is that the 
lands in King George County above Poplar Swamp, Negroes and stock 
be or remain in possession of my Wife as also all the lands in Prince 
William County, Negroes and stock to be in her possession and dis- 
posal during her life for the support of herself and family and then 
to fall to my sons as before mentioned and not before unless my wife 
should think proper to deliver any part of the premises to my son 
John Champe. 

My desire is that all of my just debts be paid and the monies due 
me from every one be immediately called in and after my wifes death 
I give the whole of my Estate of every kind whatever to be equally 
devided between my two sons William and John or to the survivor of 
them and their heirs forever only I desire that my grandson Francis 
Taliaferro may have his education at the expense of the estate, cloath- 
ing &c., until he arrives to the age of eighteen years and then put to 
some business suitable to his capacity which is submitted to the dis- 
cretion of my Executors and I also devise that my executors may put 
my grandson John Taliaferro to some business after he has got his 
education which must come out of his own estate. 


I appoint my loving wife Executrix with my sons William Champe 
and John Champe Executors of this my last will and Testament. 


In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed my hand and seal this 
10th day of December, 1759. 
John Champe Seal 


William Templeman 
Dan Sanford. 


My Negro woman Nell I give to my daughter Betty after my wifes 
death to her and her heairs forever also Daffnay and her children I 
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give to my daughter Lucy Champe and her heirs forever, But my wife 
is to have them during her life if she pleases. 


John Champe 


My will is that my wife have twenty negroes to dispose of after my 
death as she pleases over and above her thirds of all during life these 
being intended as a gift to her or her heirs forever or to any person 
that she pleases to leave them to and all their future increase from this 
time, names as followeth; 


Prince, Ralph, Benn, 


Bess, Cloe with five Over the creek and well 
of Bess’ children and known to many on the 
four of Cloes. Plantation 


With all Bess’ or Cloes future 
increase from this time; 
Agie a woman, Nell and 
her child, Dick and his wife, 
Judah, Sam, the gardener 

20 in the whole John Champe 
And if any of the above slaves should die before my wife she is to 
have as many out of my estate as will make her number 20 good during 
her life to be disposed of as she pleases as before mentioned. 

John Champe. 

“At a Court held for King George County the 3d day of March, 
1763, the last will and testament of John Champe, Gent., deceased, was 
presented into the Court by William Champe and John Champe the 
Executors therein named ... . It is certified to the whole Court that 
the will and the three codicils are all in the handwriting of the Tes- 
tator which is admitted to record and on the motion of the said Ex- 
ecutors certificate is granted them for obtaining a probate thereof in 
due form of law.” 

A copy Teste 

L. B. Mason 

Clerk Circuit Court 

King George County. 


Wit or Mrs. JANE CHAMPE OF LAMB’s CREEK 


IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN; 


I, Jane Champe of King George County, being sensible of the un- 
certainty of this mortal life and tho at the present a little unwell yet 
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very sound in mind do make this my last will and Testament in man- 
ner and form following; 

First and principally I recommend my Soul to Almighty God hoping 
for a glorious reserection and my body to the Earth to be intered de- 
cently at the Discretion of my Executors. 

2d., I give and bequeath to my daughter Betty Champe and her heirs 
the five following negroes by name Nell and her child Violet, Rachel 
(illegible) and Chloe the daughter of Ralph with all their increase 
from this time till my daughter aforesaid is possessed of them. 

3d., I give and bequeath to my grandson Henry Willis and his heirs 
a negro boy (Princes son) named Bob. 

4th., I give and bequeath to my son William Champe and his heirs 
lawfully begotten my negro man named Sam who works in the gar- 
den but my son William dying without children I give and bequeath the 
said negro Sam to my son John and in case of his death without chil- 
dren I give said negro Sam to my grandson John Taliaferro and his 
heirs. 

5th., I give and bequeath to my son John Champe my negro woman 
Peggy and her increase from the time she becomes his and my negro 
man Dick to him and his heirs lawfully begotten but he dying with- 
out children I leave said negro to my son William or his children but 
in default of them I leave Dick to my Grandson Charles Carter and his 
heirs, and my wench Peggy to my Granddaughter Jeny Taliaferro and 
her heirs. 

6th., I give and bequeath among all of my grand children born at 
this time and their issue the following named fourteen negroes Viz; — 
Prince, Ralph, Ben, Bess, Chloe, Mary, Prince a boy, Harry a boy, 
Winny, Princes daughter, Sarah, Chloes daughter, at Prince William, 
Kate the daughter of Peggy, Gary the son of Jenny the daughter of 
Bess, and forasmuch as I would willingly avoid all cause of dispute 
about the sixth devise and request that the parents or Executors of my 
several grand children at my decease may devide the negroes in this 
devise so as to give general satisfaction and I think the best method 
to procure that will be to chuse indifferent persons of credit to do it 
deviding them into many parts as to equal the number of family’s con- 
cerned, the Gentlemen chosen shall on oath say the difference in the 
value of the parts (being made as near as possible) and the difference 
shall be paid immediately by him who got the best (by lot) to him who 
got the one of less value, if there is a difference I would not have the 
negroes sold and the parents or executors are to devide the three several 
family’s in the same equitable manner that the design of this devise 
may be as near as possible. 
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7th., I give and bequeath to my grand daughter Nancy Taliaferro 
and her heirs a negro girl named Sylvia, Nanny’s daughter which I 
take in lieu for the girl Grace one of my twenty who died. 

8th., I give and bequeath to my daughter, Betty Champe, and her 
heirs all the household furniture of every kind, my propertys and pur- 
chased by me since my husbands death. 

9th., I give and bequeath to my grand daughter Nancy Taliaferro, 
Molly Gaitskill, and Betty Gaitskill (The two oldest daughters of 
Captain John Gaitskill, deceased), my cows and calves purchased by 
myself (being six in number at this time) and their increase to be 
equally divided amongst them and their heirs. 

10th., I give and bequeath to Mrs. Mary Gaitskill, Jeremiah Steward, 
John Strenge, and Lettice Fewell to each five barrels of Indian corn 
to be paid them at their order by my Executors immediately after my 
decease. 

1lth., I give to Nancy Duff five pounds of currency to be paid to 
her by my Executors immediately after my decease. 

12th., I give to Sally Grinnan (she living with me at the time of 
my death) three pounds currency to be paid when Nancy Duffs (il- 
legible) and above her wages. 

13th., I give to each of my daughters alive at my death a mourning 
ring of those four I have now by me and I leave my wearing apparral 
to be divided amongst them. 

14th., It is my will and desire that my just debts be paid out of the 
corn, tobacco, money I may have by me at my death, next the legacys 
and should any part of either remain after this will is complyed, that 
it be made use of to lessen the estate. 

I appoint my sons William and John Champe Executors of this my 
last will and testament as witnesses my hand and seal this twenty- 
fifth day of July one thousand seven hundred and sixty six:. 


Jane Champe Seal 


Since making, signing and sealing the above will I have resolved to 
add this codicill containing additions and alterations. 

Ist., I give and bequeath amongst all my grand children and their 
heirs two negro boys called Sampson and Gany the sons of Peggy 
(who is devised to my son John) to be disposed of as the fourteen in 
the sixth devise of the above will in every respect. 

2d., I revoke that part of my will where I directed what might re- 
main after paying my just debts and to do so to lessen the Estates 
debts, instead of that clause now revoked, it is my will and desire 
that what may remain of corn, Tobacco or cash (after paying my just 
debts) and legacies belonging to have at my decease divided equally 
amongst my grand daughters born at that time. 
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3d., It is my desire that Mr. Edward Carter be joined with my two 
sons as an Executor and appoint those three Executors of this my 
last will and testament and codicill annexed as witness my hand and 
seal this 4th day of October, one thousand seven hundred and sixty six. 

Jane Champe, Seal 

Signed and sealed 
in the presence of 
Sam Taliaferro 
David Briggs. 


At a court held for King George County, the 2d day of April, 1767; 
The last will and testament of Jane Champe, deceased, was presented 
into court by Austin Brockenbrough and Lewis Willis, Gents., and was 
proved by the oath of David Briggs and admitted to record, and the 
Executors named in the Will refusing to take upon them the execu- 
tion thereof on motion of the said Brockenbrough and Willis admin- 
istration with the will annexed is granted them who made oath thereto 
according to law and acknowledged a bond for same. 


Teste 
Jos. Robinson, C. C. 


A copy—Teste 


L. B. Mason Clerk, 
Circuit Court of King George County, Va. 

This will is of record in Will Book No. 1, page 247, in King George 
County, Virginia. 

Byrd Charles Willis, in his invaluable account of the Willis and 
allied families, says: “Col. John Champe of Lambs Creek, King George, 
Vestryman in 1739, died in 1763. He was a man of great wealth 
(the church at Lambs Creek was a gift of his to the parish), and his 
daughters are said to have been noted beauties.” 

Colonel John and Jane Champe had issue two sons and six daughters, 
each of whom will be considered in the approximate order of birth. 

A. John Jr., named for his father and grandfather, was born . 
died 1775. He married Ann Carter, daughter of Charles Carter of 
“Cleve”, and granddaughter of Robert (King) Carter of Corotoman. 
In a marriage contract between John Champe, Jr., and Ann Carter, 
dated April 17, 1762, it is stated that John Champe, Sr., will give to 
John, Jr., the home place, “Lambs Creek”, and other lands adjoining 
and a number of slaves now on the lands. Charles Carter likewise 
agrees to give to John Champe, Jr., one thousand pounds, currency. 
The will of John Champe, Jr., recorded in King George County, was 
probated May 4, 1775; an abstract of it may be found in this Magazine, 
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Volume XXXVIII, which, because of an error in copying, mentions 
daughter in place of wife. There were no children of this union.32 

B. William Champe, named, presumably, for his grandfather, Wil- 
liam Thornton. William is mentioned first in the wills of both father 
and mother but it is generally believed that John was the elder, and the 
“Heir”; the fact that to John fell the family mansion would seem to 
confirm this. William was a member of the House of Burgesses from 
King George, 1764-65; he married Mary Thornton, the daughter of 
Francis Thornton of “Fall Hill’, and Frances Gregory, his wife, who, 
as will be remembered, was the cousin of General Washington. Land 
records in King George show them as residing in that county as late 
as 1773; shortly thereafter they removed to Culpeper County, where 
Mary Thornton Champe had inherited many acres of fertile lands. (In 
this connection see Dr. Francis Lee Thurman’s interesting article regard- 
ing the Thornton seats in the celebrated “F. T.” valley, Volume 43, this 
Magazine. ) 

Mary (Thornton) Champe’s sister, Mildred, married Charles Wash- 
ington, the President’s brother, and among their children was a daughter, 
Frances Washington, who married Col. Burgess Ball, his second wife; 
their first child, Mary Washington Ball, born February 17, 1783, had 
for godfathers, William Champe, John and Francis Thornton and 
George Augustine Washington. Her godmothers were Mrs. Mary 
Washington, mother of the President, and others (Hayden 116). 


Between the years 1772 and 1782 William and Mary Champe bought 
and sold many tracts of land in Culpeper and adjoining counties. Wil- 
liam Champe died without issue. His will is given herewith: 


Wri oF WiLLiAM CHAMPE, CULPEPER County, VA. 


In the name of God Amen;— I William Champe of the County 
of Culpeper now in perfect Memory do make and ordain this my last 
will and testament in manner and form following: First and principally 
I recommend my Soul to Almighty God & my body to the Earth to 
be interred decently and at the discretion of my Executors hereafter 
named. My Will is that my loving wife Mary Champe have at her 
own disposal all my lands and slaves in the County of Culpeper & one 
in Spotsylvania named Agga, with all my household and kitchen fur- 
niture, with all my stock of every kind & all other matters belonging 
to the said land and Plantations; My will is that my nephew Henry 
Willis have my tract of land in King George County known by the 
name of “Lambs Creek Tract” containing seven hundred acres to him 
and his heirs &c. 


My will is that my nieces the daughters of Colo. Wm. Fleming 





32 Va. Mag. Hist., Vols. 38 and 39, pp. 364-5 and 39. 
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now living have the tract of land in King George County known by the 
name of “The Farm” with all the slaves that was on the said land at my 
Father’s death, & their increase together with the stock & Tools of 
all kinds, to be equally divided to them & Their heirs &c. My will is 
that my friend William Chadwell have the land he now lives on in 
King George County his paying annually to my loving wife Mary 
Champe twelve hundred pounds of tobacco & cask inspected at some 
warehouse on Rappahannock River & three pounds specie on or by the 
first day of January, after my wife’s death the sd rent to cease; I then 
give and bequeath the said land to him and his heirs &c. My will is 
that Mary Gaitskill shall have the land she now lives on known by the 
name of “Hills Tract” during her natural life then to revert to my 
wife being part of all the land before mentioned. 

Latterly I do conclude and appoint my wife Mary Champe my brothers 
in law, William Fleming and F. Thornton Executors of this last will 
and testament hereby revoking all others before made by me & ac- 
knowledge this to be my Last, In witness whereof I have hereto set 
my hand and Seal this tenth day of April One Thousand Seven hun- 
dred and Eighty Four. 

William Champe Seal 
F. Thornton 
, Henry Gaitskill 


Rowland Gaines. 


This will was probated on June 6, 1784, and is recorded in Book C, 
page 74, in the records of Culpeper County, Virginia. 

C. Ann Champe. Regardless of which of her brothers was the old- 
est son, it is evident that Ann was older than either of them, and was, 
in fact, the oldest child. There are in King George County a number 
of land records which confirm this; on October 4, 1745, John Glenden- 
ning sells to “Ann Champe 250 acres on Muddy Creek, in Brunswick, 
formerly Hanover parish, on Rappahannock River” (D. B. 3, p. 85). 
On November 14, 1745, Jane and Elizabeth Dinwiddie “sell to Ann 
Champe, eldest daughter of John Champe, 136 acres, Lambs Creek, 
Brunswick parish, formerly Hanover” (Ibid, p. 97). 

Instances of young, unmarried women acquiring land by purchase are 
not numerous in early Virginia land records, but as the man whom 
Ann married about this time was also purchasing other and adjoining 
tracts (as the records disclose) the inference that Colonel John Champe 
was thus investing a portion of his daughter’s dower is not untenable; 
upon each of his daughters, on marriage, he bestowed eight hundred 
pounds, currency. 
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Ann Champe married John Taliaferro, and their joint holdings when 
combined formed an estate of six hundred and twenty six acres, to 
which they gave the name of “Dissington”, which it bears to this day. 


(To be continued) 
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GREGORY STONE GENEALOGY: Ancestry and Descendants of Deacon 
Gregory Stone, of Cambridge, Mass., 1320-1917. By J. Gardner Bart- 
lett. Boston, 1918. 


Srmon STONE GENEALOGY: Ancestry and Descendants of Deacon Simon 
Stone, of Watertown, Mass., 1320-1926. By J. Gardner Bartlett. 
Boston, 1926. 

These two genealogies, produced under the auspices of the Stone 
Family Association, are the result of extensive research both in Eng- 
land and America; and each volume contains records of over five thou- 
sand descendants of Gregory and Simon Stone bearing that name and 
almost as many of the daughters bearing other names. The data were 
obtained from vital statistics, biographies, probate and land records, and 
by correspondence with many living descendants. 

These books are more than a mere compilation of dates; they contain 
brief biographical and historical sketches of the most prominent mem- 
bers. The family records have been followed through six centuries to 
various dates between 1914 and 1926; and, while there are slight dis- 
crepancies in these dates, all lines of descent and records of civil and 
military assignments are accurate. 

These two immense volumes are invaluable to all who are in any way 
interested in the Stone family. 

LinpA Mae Brown. 


June 8, 1936. 


Parson LaTANE, 1672-1732. By Lucy Temple Latane. Privately 
printed. On sale by Mr. Allen D. Latane, Tappahannock, Va. 102 
pages. $2.00. 

This little book is a very interesting and valuable account of the life, 
as far as existent records and family papers can show it, of the Rev- 
erend Lewis Latane, a Huguenot clergyman, who was taken as a child 
to England, matriculated at Queens College, Oxford, in 1691, was or- 
dained in 1700 and came to Virginia in that year. He was the minister 
of South Farnham Parish in Essex County from 1701 until his death 
in 1732, and the emigrant ancestor of the Latane family of Virginia. 

The author, a trained student of historical subjects, has handled her 
material in excellent manner, printing pertinent records and letters in 
full and letting them speak for themselves without falling into the too 
common error of general deductions based upon the insufficient data of 
particular cases. One can only regret that she did not have a far larger 
amount of material available to throw greater light upon the every day 
life of a parson in the first three decades of the eighteenth century. 

The life of the “old Parson” is fitted into the background of con- 
ditions in Virginia at that period and one gets a glimpse of the Hugue- 
nots who came about that time to Manakintown and the wise deter- 
mination of the Colonial authorities to scatter the later arrivals of 
Huguenots throughout the Colony rather than to continue segregating 
them to themselves. The Parson takes part in the contests of the clergy 
with Commissary Blair. He suffers the injustice of being shut out of 
his church by the vestry of the parish for the alleged reason that his 
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English was spoken with a foreign accent—and one reads the sharp 
.ebuke sent by the Governor to the vestry, as he forced them to rescind 
their arbitrary action. A letter is printed from a friend of Mrs. 
Latane living in a section of the Colony which had recently suffered from 
the misconduct of two or three “prophane lewd ministers.” These had 
wrought havoc before they could be forced out. The Parson, acquiring 
property of his own, gave a glebe farm to the parish which it held 
until, after the Act of 1803, the county authorities seized and sold it. 


Some account is given of the Latane family in France and a genealog- 
ical record of the descendants of Lewis Latane to the present gen- 
eration closes the book. 


G. MACLAREN Brypon. 


LEXINGTON IN Otp Vircinta. By Henry Boley, Richmond: Garrett & 
Massie. $3.00. 


To the outside worid Lexington signifies chiefly the site of two an- 
cient institutions of learning, the final home of Lee and of Jackson. 
To know the community intimately, however, is to be aware of it as a 
center of a unique social group, vigorous, self-contained, distinctive; a 
group that yielding slowly to the mutations we call progress has main- 
tained much stability; a group that from pioneer days to the present 
time has sent into their sections of our country powerful influences, 
the McDowels and the Breckenridges to Kentucky, Sam Houston to 
Texas, Cyrus McCormick to Illinois, and all the countless host. 

Considering these several themes, these inviting themes, one is tempted 
to marvel that it was 1936 before anything in the way of adequate local 
history was offered to the world, but one is immediately grateful that 
this history, when it did come, should appear as Henry Boley’s “Lex- 
ington in Old Virginia.” 

Here’s a book of erudition tempered by a fine sense of selection and 
completely redeemed from the tediousness of pedantry. A free use of 
material is happily in evidence, a blending of continuity when such pro- 
cedure is indicated and charming digression that seems always justified. 
At times the treatment is dramatic, emphasizing the moments of climax 
that crowd Lexington’s history, and at times the treatment is as genial 
as the chatting of friendly visitors before a fireplace. Mr. Boley’s dis- 
cernment of human personality, the foibles of life as well as its hero- 
isms, gives to his work the pleasing effect of gracious gossip, full of 
interest but equally full of sympathy, and with never a suggestion of 
slander or a hint of malice. 

This is a book, then, not for the dusty reference shelf to be consulted 
for a forgotten date or for the maiden name of a prominent man’s wife, 
though the volume has authentic historical value. But this book is to 
be read and to be enjoyed. It ought to be read and enjoyed by all who 
derive from Lexington or know it; by all former students of the Vir- 
ginia Military Institute or Washington and Lee University; by all who 
honor Robert Lee and Stonewall Jackson; by all who would catch the 
reflected lights and half-concealed shadows of nearly two centuries in a 
picturesque Virginia community. Indeed, it is not too much to say that 
this book has more than a local or a group appeal; it has intrinsic and 
connotative value for all who love to “summon up remembrance of 
things past.” 
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Special comment should be made upon the loveliness of format and 
of all technical details in this work. It contains numerous illustrations, 
all vivid, all wisely chosen, all interesting, many rare. Jacket, cover, 
and papers, typing, all of these elements are effective. As a book, this 
volume should prove an ornament to any collection. Those who love 
the subject are gratified that it is presented in a form notable alike 
for attractiveness of appearance and for merit of material. 


Francis P. GAINES. 


JoHN Norton & Sons, MERCHANTS OF LONDON AND VircGinia. The 
Dietz Press, Publishers, Richmond, Va. Price before September 1, 
1936, $4.00; after that date, $6.00. 


Having read a portion of the manuscript for the above publication, I 
take pleasure in endorsing the following which is taken from the cir- 
cular announcing the publication of this book. 

R. A. LANCASTER, JR. 


In the year 1782, Governor Harrison of Virginia ordered Commodore 
Barron to deliver to a Mr. Norton a box from England containing 
papers. This was the file of the counting house of John Norton & 
Sons, Merchants of London and Virginia, which was being sent to 
Virginia to aid in an attempt to collebt debts which a Revolutionary 
Convention had practically repudiated. The file of this great mercan- 
tile house is now opened in this publication, 

The foundation of the financial system that supported Virginia’s trade 
was tobacco. Some iron, lumber, indigo and rice appear on bills, but 
over and over again it is tobacco. Varieties are named. Prizing and 
packing is discussed. Prices are quoted. The rate of exchange is men- 
tioned. The condition if the tobacco upon its delivery is sometimes 
complained of, and sometimes praised. 

From a correspondence covering a period of fifty years, which con- 
sists of thousands of papers, the most interesting have been selected for 
this publication. Each paper is completely and exactly copied, some of 
the old business symbols have been difficult to reproduce, but care has 
been taken to give them correctly. Among them are tradesmen’s bills 
engraved by the most skillful hands in London. The mysterious mer- 
chant marks, the cryptic “4” and the double “X” imposed upon the 
planters’ monograms, appear on invoices and bills of lading. The let- 
ters cover every subject from the Stamp Acts to the gossip about the 
marriage of the venerable and Reverend John Camm and the young 
Miss Betsy Hansford. The endorsement of each letter is given—for 
these record the length of the time of voyages, the names of ships and 
captains, with an occasional note that ends a story—‘‘Not answ’d, He 
being dead.” 

Nathaniel Burwell, Peter Lyons and John Page, of “Rosewell,” send 
long invoices in courteous letters. John and Peyton Randolph order 
books. George Wythe complains that the robe sent him tg wear in the 
House of Burgesses is “scandalous.” William Nelson, of Yorktown, 
orders seeds and a garden hose; and antimonial drops for Mrs. Nelson, 
who is nervous since her fall from a horse. Lord Dunmore replenishes 
the Palace supplies, and orders an “organ to teach birds to sing.” 

Through the skillful editing of Mrs. Hatley Norton Mason, the papers 
have been made available in a way to delight the imagination. 
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